ve (amuen LEAGUE HEE 


MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR YOUTH 
Published Monthly except August by 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
Official Young Peoples’ Organization of 
HE UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
WILLIAM J. DUCKER, Editor 
JOSEPH W. FREASE, Business Manager 


[editorial and Business Office: Suite 405 _Mublenberg Building. 
1228-1234 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


Publication Office: 429-437 Herr Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 


Entered as Second Class Matter, January 25, 1928, at the Post 
Office, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, under the Act of March 3, 1879. 


Subscription Price (Payable in Advance): $1.50 per year for 
single copies; $1.25 each per year in clubs of five to one address; 
$1.15 each per year in clubs of ten or mcre to one address. Special 
rates for Two-year Subscription $2.50 each; for Three-year Subscrip- 
tion $3.00 each. 


VOL. LIX DECEMBER, 1947 No. 12 


HE LUTHER LEAGUE UF AMG 


Suite 405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228-1234 Spruce Street Philadelphia 7, Pennsylvania 


EXECUTIVE STAFF 
Rev. Joseen W. FREASE : 
Rev. WitiitAm J. Ducker 


Executive Secretary 
Associate Secretary 


HONORARY MEMBERS 


Harry Hopces; Rev. Amos Joun Traver, D.D.; 
Miss Brenpa L. Mexutuouse; Rev. Ropert J. WoL; 
Rey. Paut M. Krnports, D.D.; Rev. M. J. Breser, D.D. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


OFFICERS 


Howarp L. LoGan President 


321 Mobtenie Road, Glendale a Cahforaia 


Roy HenricKson - - - - - First Vice-President 


Box 298, Zelienople, Pa. 
GARFIELD E, RAYMOND - - Second Vice-President 
86 Norman Avenue, Weneles Ontario, Canada 


Miss RurH BLACKBURN - Recording Secretary 
2002 P Street, N. W., Washington (jy JB}, {E 


Howarp TURKHEIMER, JR. - - : _- - - 
405 Muhlenberg Bldg., 1228 Spruce St. 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


Treasurer 


MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
(Term 1943-1947) 
18475 Alcoy Ave., Detroit 5, Michigan 
Box 515, La Grange, Texas 
Miss RutH GREVE 2 77 W. Washington St., Chicago 2, Ill. 
Rev. Cart A. Driscorr = 20 S. Third St., Columbus 15, O. 


(Term 1945-1949) 


CLARENCE L. NEuN - 111 Grafton Street, Rochester 5, N. Y. 
Chairman, Special Gifts 


401 Bon View Ave., Lincolnton, N. C, 
5211 Seward St., Omaha 4, Nebraska 
DeKalb Street, Center Square, Penna. 


Immediate Past President 
Aryin H. ScHAEDIGER 62 Lincoln Ave., Cliffside Park, N. J. 


EpWARD WIGGERT 
Miss Crara Roirscu - 


Miss Maret SEAGLE 
Rev. W. F. Most 
EuGEeNE GEIGER 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Mrs. Paut H. Cover - Chairman, Education Committee 
737 Penn Avenue, New Brighton, Penna. 
Ropert T. MENGES - - Chairman, Missionary Committee 
Menges Mills, Penna. 


Rey. Joun P. SHANNON - Chairman, Life Service Committee 
100 East 22nd Stret, Minneapolis 4, Minnesota 


HR CHAIRS bl 


THE 
GIFT 
THAT 
PLEASES 


New and attractive Luther 
Emblem jewelry is a costume 
favorite with Luther Leaguers. 
Strikingly styled, well made 
~ for lasting beauty. 


Tie Clasp 


Attractively styled slip-on clasp in sterling silver with tiny,. 
colorful Luther Emblem on clasp chain. A popular gift for the 


$1.50 tax included 


teen-age boy. 


Bracelet 


NM 554N $3.60 tax included 


A lovely sterling silver bracelet with the Luther Emblem mounted 
on a distinctive center design, that will delight every girl. Ex- 
cellently styled in every detail. 


NM 557N $3.00 tax included 


Styled in sterling silver with the Luther Emblem on a lucite 
mounting. Attractive silver filigree embellishes the mounting. 
A lovely gift for the teen-age girl. 


7 
NM 272 (Silver) | 
NM 273 (Gold) $2.40, $9.60 tax includea 
These Luther Emblem rings are handsomely designed of sterling 
silver ($2.40), or gold ($9.60). The coat-of-arms is done in a 


baked, colored enamel blending attractively with the beautifully 
styled ring. Available in ring sizes 414-13, = | 


Order Now Through 


‘THE UNITED LUTHERAN _ 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. ; 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 Baltimore 1 Los Angeles 


s 
4 


Christmas Bells 


uke W ritess thes storys ot Cbristmas Ds 
(A Christmas Dialogue) 


‘Jesus Christ Is Lord!”’ 
Ielene Writes a Letter 
From Us to You 
The Swap Shop 
A Christmas Party 


Among Young Adults 
The Hill God Forgot (Concluded) 
Book Reviews 
Life Service in December 


Christmas Sells 


1 heard the bells on Christmas Day 
Their old familiar carols play, 

And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 


I thought how, as the day had come, 
The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along the unbroken song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men! 


And in despair I bowed my head; 

» Uherensino peace on earth’ I said: 
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good will to men.” 


Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep! 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to men!" 


Till, ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime, 

Of peace on earth, good will to men! 


—Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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KEYSTONE VIE* 


“During the Night of the First Christmas’—By Lows Maurice Pierrey 


Luke Writes The Christmas Story 


A DIALOGUE—By Dagmar Peterson 


(“Luke Writes the Christmas Story” is a short dialogue between 
Luke, writer of the Gospel of Luke, and Mary, the mother of Jesus. 
To be effective, it must be read slowly, with plenty of time, particularly 
the character of Mary. She is in a reminiscent mood.) 


Introduction 
(To be read by another person) 


“The Sweetest Story Ever Told” has been handed 
down to us for almost two thousand years. It is the story 
of the birth of Jesus. We are indebted to Luke, the sacred 
historian, for the recording of this glorious event. We may 
call Luke one of God’s private secretaries, and because 
he was a willing and obedient tool in the hand of God, he 
responded when moved by the Holy Spirit. Thus the story 
of the nativity was included by the Lord in that life-giving 
depository which we call the Holy Bible. 


Little is known of the life history of the historian Luke. 
His name occurs only three times in the New Testament. 
The exact time and manner of his conversion are not 
recorded. He was a physician, and the Acts and the Gospel 
of Luke are full of medical terms. Paul refers to him as 
“Luke, the beloved physician.” His style is that of classi- 
cal literature, and there are abundant indications of high 
cultural attainments. Today he is called by Ramsay, “The 
greatest of all historians, ancient or modern.” 


Where did the author of the Christmas story get his 
information? Only Mary, Joseph, or Elizabeth could have 
given him this information. But Elizabeth had died years 
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before. Joseph is not mentioned again after the visit to the 
temple, therefore we presume he died some time after that. 
But Mary was in Palestine at the time of Paul’s imprison- 
ment in Caesarea. Luke was also there, and it is therefore 
not a mere guess that he sought her out among the Chris- 
tians and from her secured the information he desired. To: 
this sympathetic physician Mary could’ réveal the secrets 
of her soul. The contents, the language and the spirit of the 
story are those of the mother of Jesus, confided to a Chris- 
tian doctor. 


We see Mary sitting beside the window of her humble 
home. Her hair is gray, her face lined, but her countenance 
radiates peace and contentment. Just now she is doing a 
bit of day-dreaming. The look in her eye indicates that her 
thoughts are far back in the days when she was young. A 
knock is heard at the door. 


Mary (Sighs as she wakens from her reverie): I must 
have been dreaming. I wonder who can be at my door at 
this hour? 


Luke: Good afternoon, madam. 


Mary: Good afternoon, sir. 


Luke: I hope I am not intruding by calling at this late 
hour. 


Mary: Intruding? Oh, no, sir. I was just doing a bit 
of day-dreaming. That is a pleasant pastime when one 
grows old and the hours seem long. 
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Luke: Yes, madam. You are Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
are you not? 

Mary: Yes, I am Mary. 

Luke: I am Luke, the physician. 

Mary: Luke, the physician? Won't you come in? [ 
have heard of Luke the writer—he is a historian, I believe. 
But Luke, the physician—no,; I have never heard of him. 

Luke: I am the Luke of whom you speak, the compan- 
ion of Paul, the Apostle. 

Mary: On then you are the historian and the physician 
Luke, and the companion of Paul? 

Like: ies: 

Mary: He has suffered much in order to spread the 
Gospel to the world. Have you traveled with him on his 
missionary journeys? 

Luke: Yes. But now he is a prisoner in Caesarea, and 
we have been writing letters to the various churches. 

__ Mary: Writing letters? But I do not understand! There 
is so much suffering and illness in our country, it would 
seem a physician would have no time for writing. 

Luke: There is time for all things if one works and 
prays. 

Mary (Thoughtfully): Yes—time for all things. But 
when one is old, there is only time for dreaming: dreaming 
of the happy days of youth. There are things you have 
pondered in your heart for years... things no one knows 

and many times you may take them out and look 
them over, lovingly, happily . . . and then you tuck them 
back into your heart for safe keeping. (Brief pause.) But 
there I go, dreaming again. Tell me, what brings you to 
my door? 

Luke: It is because of your memories that I have come. 

Mary: My memories? 

Luke: Don’t be alarmed. I do not wish to intrude upon 
them, but perhaps if I explain you will understand. You 
see, for a number of years I have been gathering historical 
data relative to the life of your son Jesus. 

Mary: Yes? 

Luke: Already I have many things recorded. But there 
is one thing remaining that I have been unable to record, 
because no one but you could give me the information | 
need. 

Mary: I shall gladly assist you in any way I can. 

Luke: Then perhaps you will not mind if I ask that you 
tell me the story of the nativity? 

Mary: Oh... (Surprised) . .. but that is something 
I have told to no one. Only Joseph and Elizabeth knew, 
and they are gone. 

Luke: Then you do not want to tell me? 

Mary: I—I don’t know. . . It is such a beautiful story. 
... 1 am afraid I can never tell it so you can feel the won- 
der, the glory of it. : 

Luke: I understand what you mean. But without it, 
the story of Jesus of Nazareth will be incomplete. The 
world needs the beauty, the wonder of that story, to verify 
the fact that Jesus was both man and God. Yours is the 
privilege of telling it. 

Mary (Pause): Yes ... a precious privilege . . . if my 
story seems a bit incoherent, you must forgive that. 
But it is a beautiful story, and I want to share it with the 
world. : 

Luke: Then you will tell it? 

Mary: Yes. 

Luke: All the world will be erateful to you for the 
story of the birth of the Saviour is a story that will never 
die. 

Mary (A brief pause): I was living in Galilee, in a 
little town named Nazareth. It was a quiet peaceful little 
town. Among my acquaintances was a man named Joseph. 

Luke: That was Joseph, the carpenter? 

Mary: Yes, the man to whom I was betrothed. One 
day I was alone at home. The house was very quiet, ex- 
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cept for the sound of my weaving. Suddenly someone spoke 
my name, 

Luke: You heard no one enter? 

Mary: No. It was a strange voice. | 
frightened to turn around. But when I did, 

Luke: A vision? 

Mary: Yes, it was an angel; his name was Gabriel, He 
saw how frightened I was, so he hastened to quiet my fears. 

Luke; What did he say? 

Mary: He said, “Hail, 
The Lord is with you.” 
WORO® 6 oc 
heard. 

Luke: That was a strange salutation. 

Mary: Yes, it was. And he saw how it troubled me, 
so he said, “Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with 
the Lord.” Then I knew that he was a messenger from 
God, and my fears left me. 


was almost too 
I saw a vision. 


you that are highly favored. 
I wish you could have heard his 
it was “beautiful . unlike any voice I ever 


/ Luke: “Fear not, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God * Go on. 
Mary: Then he hold me L was to have a son, and that 


I shall call His name Jesus. Then he went on to say, “He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Most 
High. And the Lord shall give him the throne of his Father 
David. And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

Luke: Surely the world can not doubt this story! 

Mary: At first I was afraid—I found it hard to believe, 
and I said to the angel, “But how can all this be?” Then 
he told me that the Holy Spirit would come upon me, and 
that the child would be called the Son of God. Then he 
reminded me of Elizabeth, my kinswoman, and that no 
word of God would be void of power. 

Luke: Did you say nothing more? 

Mary: At first words failed me. But after a time, when 
I realized he was waiting for me to speak, I said, “Behold 
the handmaid of the Lord. Be it according to your word.” 

Luke: And was that all? 

Mary: Yes. Then the angel left me, 
to think of the message he had brought. 

Luke: Did you tell Elizabeth? 

Mary: Yes, I did. It was only a few days before I went 
to visit with Elizabeth. I stayed with her for three months, 
then returned to Nazareth. 

Luke: Her son was named John: 
on with your story. 

Mary: You remember the time when the decree went 
out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
enrolled? 

Luke: 
Syria. 

Mary: Everyone was commanded to go to his own 
city to be enrolled. So Joseph took me with him, and we 
started the long journey to Bethlehem, which was our city. 

Luke: That must have been a difficult journey. 

Mary: Yes, it was—very difficult. | was so tired when 
we arrived, and the day was far spent. All the inns were 
filled and the enrollment was in progress. 

Luke: Do you mean that even for the child Jesus there 
was no room in the inn? That is impossible. 

Mary: No, there was no room, except in the manger. . . 
But what did it matter? He was such a beautiful child! 
An angel choir came to some shepherds that night and 
sang praises to God. “Glory to God in the highest,” they 
sang, “and on earth peace among men, in whom he is well 
pleased.” . Overhead the stars shone brightly nae 
star Beemied to shine more brightly than the rest... _Ah, 
was a lovely night! 


and I was alone 


wasnt he? But go 


Yes, that was when Quirinius was governor of 


Luke: “And on earth peace among men” . How the 
world needs that song today! 
Mary: Yes, it has always needed it. 
(Continued on Page 23) 
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Theme: W-C-C-Y, Oslo, Norway 


HE zero hour had come—Norway had been invaded 

again. But like King Olav of old, a band of Christian 

soldiers had come to Oslo to assert the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ. And at 9:30 A. M. on Tuesday, July 
22nd, the World Conference of Christian Youth commenced 
in the huge “Filadelfia Hall.” 

They came from every land, except Russia and Japan, 
these more than 1300 young Christians—black-skinned, 
brown-skinned, yellow-skinned, white-skinned—dressed in 
the colorful apparel of their individual countries. They were 
not alone in their purpose, for they represented thousands 
and thousands more in their homelands as the delegates 
of the member churches of the Youth Division of the 
World Council of Churches, the Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A., and 
the World Student Christian Federation. Plans for the Con- 
had been developed by the World Council of 
Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 


ference 
Churches’ 

What a mighty program it was! One was sure to gain 
new knowledge of world-wide import and soul-searching in- 
spiration, as well as to experience never-to-be-forgotten 
fellowship. Each morning we had opportunity to observe 
some of the faiths of the world in action, when the day’s 
program was begun with worship programs arranged by 
members of the Swiss Reformed, Anglican (South African), 
Swedish Lutheran, Eastern Orthodox, Czech Brethren and 
the Anglican Church of England. 


JESUS = 
CHRIST EST SEIGAEUR 


TES 


Each day the Conference was in session all delegates 
joined in power-packed morning plenary sessions. Stirring 
messages were brought and compelling challenges were 
flung by these important Christian leaders from the far 
corners of the globe: Dr. Visser t’Hooft, Holland; Dr. D. T. 
Niles, Ceylon; Mme. Madeleine Barot, France; Dr. Kirtley 
Mather, Harvard University and Prof. Reinhold Niebuhr, 
Union Theological Seminary, of our own United States; 
Dr. Chu-Wen Li, China, and Dr. Martin Niemoller of 
Germany. .In these great messages we were told that the 
Christian Churches haven’t done what they ought to have 
done to counteract the division of the world into hostile 
camps, that we represent too many movements to break the 
deadlock between the Church and the secular world. 


We found that all countries were faced with grave 
moral issues—too little respect for human life, for law and 
order in society, and for the truth. There was evidence that 
the masses in many sections of the world were willing to 
accept whatever fate may hold in store for them, and as 
such were drifting into freedom-depriving “isms”, rather 
than trying the harder task of salvaging the more valuable 
means of living. Materialism and even nihilism are en- 
dangering great masses of people in Europe. As we listened 
to these great church leaders, something had to happen to 
us—the world church got moved closer to each one, and 
I am sure that those in attendance at Oslo felt their re- 


Filadelfia Hall, first session W.C.C,. Y., Oslo, Norway, July, 1947 
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sponsibility to make individual Christians, as well as organ- 
ized Church bodies, aware of the need for, and effect of 
world Christian fellowship. 


Effective Bible study was caried out each day, through 
small groups of about 35 delegates. God’s word became a 
common bond when we could discuss it with young people 
from many other countries. Of course, questions such as 

What is sin?” had a variety of answers from young people 

who represented different shades of thought in various 
sections of the world. But it was evident in our discussions 
that the pure word of God and the love of His word were 
prevalent in the thinking of the Oslo delegates, no matter 
from whence they journeyed. 


Prior to the Conference each delegate was allowed to 
select his discussion group from among these topics: “Free- 
dom and Order”, “Christian Responsibility In a Secular 
World”, “World Order”, “Man and His Inventions”, “The 
Family In the Community”, “The Christian Congregation”, 
“Education In the Modern World”, “The Christian Faces 
the Situation of the New” and “The Church Faces the 
World.” Each small group that was gathered together for 
Bible study, also remained together to discuss one of these 
‘topics. It would be impossible for me to incorporate in this 
article even a short resume of the findings of these discus- 
sion groups. However, we witnessed entirely new reactions 
to world situations on the part of many. When the final 
full report of Oslo is made, the facts disclosed will offer 
entirely new avenues for practical application of Christianity 
in our lives. 


re 


Perhaps one of the most searching experiences of Oslo 
was the tremendous Communion Service held on a Sunday 
morning in the huge Our Saviour’s Lutheran Cathedral, the 
main Church of Oslo. Over 1700 delegates, visitors and 
townspeople received communion at the altar at this Service. 
It is impossible to kneel before God, shoulder to shoulder 
with young people whose skins are differently colored than 


SPEAKERS ON OSLO AND LUND 


The following young people who were delegates 
to the World Conference of Christian Youth, Oslo, 
Norway, and all except one of whom also attended 
the Lutheran World Federation, Lund, Sweden, are 
now available for a limited number of speaking en- 
gagements before representative groups, especially 
of young people. 


A speaker will come only at the expense of the 
inviting group. All correspondence should be sent 
direct to the persons invited at the addresses given 
below. 


THE U.L.C. A. DELEGATION 


Clarence L. Neun* 
111 Grafton Street 
Rochester 5, N. Y. 
Miss Vivian Wickey 
Room 709, Muhlenberg Bldg. 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Miss Hemalatha John (India) 
% Board of Foreign Missions 
231 Madison Avenue 
New York 16, N. Y. 


Otto Bremer 

Gallatin D-33 

Soldiers Field 

Boston 63, Mass. 
James R. Crumley, Jr. 
Roanoke College, 
Salem, Virginia 


Other Lutheran Representatives 


Kenneth Priebe (A. L. C.) 
Wartburg Seminary : 
Dubuque, Lowa 


John R. Pearson (Augustana) 
Augustana Seminary 
Rock Island, Illinois 


Paul Qualben (E.L.C.) 
1813 University Ave., S. E. 
Minneapolis 13, Minnesota 


John Kendell (Augustana) 
Gustavus Adolphus College, 


St. Peter, Minnesota 


* Attended Oslo meeting only. Has own movies for showing. 
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U.L.C. A. Delegation at Oslo 


Otto Bremer, Vivian Wickey, James Crumley and Clarence Neun 
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our own without feeling that if we deny these people our 
love and encouragement we are certainly denying the Lord- 
ship of Jesus Christ in our lives. 

It was thrilling to be a part of the huge St. Olav’s 
Day Rally in Oslo. The delegates from the various con- 
tinents of the world, arrayed in the colorful native costumes, 
joined in a long line of march that wended its way through 
the streets of Oslo, a parade that was witnessed by thous- 
ands of cheering and well-wishing Norwegians. This parade 
ended in the huge Bislet Stadium, jammed with over 30,000 
participants. The program that evening was of a religious 
nature, with inspirational messages being brought by dele- 
gates fom various countries. The high point of tlre Rally 
for me was the singing of Martin Luther’s “A Mighty 
Fortress” in the many tongues of the delegates. 

This, then, was the spirit of Oslo. There were no en- 
tangling business meetings, no lengthy reports or resolu- 
tions (they were to be made in the conscience of each 
delegate), and no problems of finance to discuss. There was 
no language problem because 81 per cent of the delegates 
were able to speak English, and all addresses, except one, 
were given in English with mimeographed French and 
German translations, and most discussion groups carried 
on in the English language. For more than a week we en- 
joyed the conscious and personalized experience of being 
part of a world Christian Community. 

Oslo is history now and the young people who banded 
together there last July are now going about their appointed 
tasks in their own communities. You may ask, “What were 
the tangible results of this Conference—what did it accom- 
plish?” To be sure, no new world-wide Christian Youth 
organization was formed and no new policies, at least of 
immediate affect, were formulated. But delegates over and 
over again have reiterated their firm conviction that indeed 
“Jesus Christ Is Lord.” This conviction of course must 
imply the desire for a world-wide ecumenical fellowship, 
which we now cannot see as more than an indefinite event- 
uality. But the accomplishments of Oslo will for the most 
part be mirrored in living example. If those at home whom 
we represented at Oslo will together with us strive in daily 
life to live what we all confess, then the message of Oslo 
will become more and more effective and Jesus Christ will 
become Lord of all. 
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General Gordon 


Telene sailed on the S. S. 


A LETTER FROM IELENE 
5 Cheng Yang Road 
Tsingtao, China 
September 3, 1947 
Hello from Tsingtao! 

On July 20th after my consecration service I left St. 
Louis via the Union Pacific R. R. I had a pleasant trip and 
met several who were sailing on the General Gordon. We 
were thankful that the strike did not materialize and we ar- 
rived in San Francisco as scheduled. 


On Friday afternoon, July 25th, Dr. and Mrs. Sell and 
children, Pete, Barbara, and Dianne; Mrs. Shutters and 
children, Donny, Danny, and Anne, Miss Catharine Stire- 
walt and myself boarded the.General Gordon. As we sailed 
away, the fog soon made us lose sight of land. It gave me a 
funny little feeling when I knew I wouldn’t see the U. S. 
again for a long time. Then I began to think of the many 
adventures ahead and the work in China for our Saviour. 
It was much better looking ahead. 


The eighteen days that followed were interesting and 
time flew. Fortunately I didn’t get sea sick as so many did. 
The Géneral Gordon was an old Army transport which had 
not been converted. As the deck and lounge were small we 
were very crowded. Some cabins had as many as eighteen 
people sleeping in triple deck bunks. We did have a nice 
dining room and very good meals. As there was little 
entertainment I asked the deck steward if there might be 
a variety show. He was in favor if I would manage it. This 
gave me plenty to do, as I had to contact almost every one 
of the first class passengers to get the program together. 
What a cross section of people we had! Diplomat, inventor, 
missionaries, vacationers, teachers, business men of every 
kind, pilots, even aged Chinese going home to die on native 
land, yes, everyone was represented. The night before we 
arrived in Yokohama we had the Variety Show. That even- 
ing we also hit the end of a typhoon. In spite of the sea 
and wind, our show was quite successful. 


Our trip included a day in Hawaii and Yokohama and 
a stop in Kobe. We were able to go ashore in Hawaii and 
spend the day with the Lutheran minister and his family, 
the Rey. Edward Hamme. The day in Yokohama was very 
hot and we were not permitted ashore. That night the top 
deck was crowded with people trying to sleep. 


On August 12th we arrived in Shanghai. As we went 
up the Yangtze River I was on deck with Chinese friends. 
They pointed out all the spots of interest, a pagoda, air 
field, buildings wrecked by war, Chinese farm homes, junks, 
and beggars in small boats who were even glad to get 
garbage to eat. At noon’ we docked; but before we could 
leave the ship we had to get our passports checked, and 
money exchanged. On shore we had to take our hand bag- 
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gage through customs. We were treated very nice and were 
soon out and on our way to the Lutheran Center in Barna- 
bas, the truck. 


Wednesday we spent most of the afternoon at customs 
having our heavy baggage inspected. First we had to find 
all our baggage as it was well scattered around the room. 
After it was all together we had to find an inspector. I 
didn’t have to take many things out of my trunk but had 
to get the phonograph out of the middle of one. They only 
charged me $80,000 duty on it. That was very cheap! 


The streets of Shanghai are very dirty and people 
swarming every where. It is just a mass of humanity exist- 
ing in every way possible. Many families live in one small 
room, cooking, eating and sleeping on the street. The rooms 
have little or no ventilation. It is hard to walk for fear of 
walking on or into someone. It is nothing to see small chil- 
dren go naked with only metal bands on their ankles to 
keep the evil spirits away. The people have no idea of 
traffic regulations so they are all over the street. There is 
a constant honking of horns to get people out of the middle 
of the street. 


There are nice spots in China right next door to the 
slum-like areas. One afternoon Dr. Cornehlsen of the Lu- 
theran World Federation took us around the city in the 
jeep. We went out to St. John’s University, the French 
Club, the American school, the filthy jade market, and the 
Wing On department store. The store is quite modern 
and has almost anything our stores have at home. 


On the nineteenth, we flew up to Tsingtao in a trans- 
port. In that way we could bring all our luggage with us. 
We were only in the air two and a half hours. The flight 
afforded us a wonderful view of the North Coast of China 
and eventually the city of Tsingtao. Red roofed houses 
nestled in the hills, ships in the harbor, mountains in the 
distance and a beach which seemed to be miles long. 


At present, I am living on our Hospital Compound with 
Miss Mae Rohlfs who has reestablished our Tsingtao Lu- 
theran Hospital. We have a very lovely, modern home. 


My work schedule is still being arranged so I will tell 
you about that the next time I write. 


Bye now, 


IELENE 


lelene Just 
before 
boarding 
the S. S. 
General 
Gordon 


to sail for 


China 
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Prom Us “Jo You 


@® The Kurzenknabe Press, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
has printed The Luther League Review through twenty 
complete volumes. The service rendered to The Luther 
League of America by the Kurzenknabe Press has always 
been of the highest quality both from the standpoint of 
workmanship and from that of the welfare of the Luther 
League. Many favors were granted to our organization 
through the years, largely because of the keen, personal 
interest, which one of the partners in the business, Mr. 
John George Kurzenknabe, has maintained in youth work 
in our Church, 


In a meeting of the Ways and Means Committee last 
January, it was voted to transfer the printing of The Luther 
League Review from Harrisburg to Philadelphia where the 
United Lutheran Publication House will take up our con- 
tract. The action of this sub-committee was upheld by 
the Executive Committee. We change printers with the 
next issue. The Publication House will serve The Luther 
League of America in precisely the same relationship The 
Kurzenknabe Press served us. 


@® In a recent meeting of the Educational Committee 
of The Luther League of America, the following resolutions 
were adopted: 


Be it resolved: 


First, that the Education Committee of the Luther League 
of America convey in wtiting to Mr. John George Kurzenknabe 
and The Kurzenknabe Press its deep appreciation of twenty 
years of faithful service to the educational program of the Luther 
League of America. 


Second, that the Education Committee of the Luther League 
of America acknowledge with gratefulness especially their serv- 
ice in the publication of The Luther League Review. 


@ The 1947 Apportionment Honor Roll 


1. Illinois 6. South Carolina 

2. Central Pennsylvania 7. Virginia 

3. Connecticut 8. Manitoba 

4.. Nebraska 9. Kentucky-Tennessee 

5. Midwest 10. Southern California 
@ The 1947 China-Skeldon Honor Roll 

ie lexas . 11. Nebraska 

2. Florida 12. South Carolina 

3. Southern California 13. Northern California 
4. Central Pennsylvania 14. Canada 

5. North Carolina 15. West Virginia 

6. New Jersey 16. Manitoba 

7. Illinois 17. Rocky Mountain 

8. New York 18. Midwest 

9. Indiana 19. Michigan 

10. Kentucky-Tennessee 20. Maryland 


@ A Special Committee to Study the Program and 
Organization of The Luther League of America was au- 
thorized by the Executive Committee in its meeting in 1946. 
That Committee has completed a comprehensive report 
which will be submitted, together with several recommenda- 
tions, to the Executive Committee in its November meeting 
at Springfield, Ohio. 

The Committee members are Mr. Eugene Geiger, Cen- 
ter Square, Pa., Chairman; Miss Helen Stevens, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger, Cliffside atk Nees 
Mr. Robert T. Menges, Menges Mills, Pa.; and Rev. David 
C. Gaise, Kingston, N. Y. 
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@ Miss Eva Peeler, Recording Secretary of The 
Luther League of America 1929 to 1935 entered into life 
eternal after a long illness October 31, 1947. Funeral serv- 
ices were held from St. John’s Lutheran Church, Salisbury, 
N. C., Sunday, November 2. 

@ Although The Luther League Review will be 
printed in bthiladelphia during the coming year, the Quar- 
terlies (Intermediate Helps and Senior Topics) and the 
pamphlet literature will be printed in Harrisburg by The 
Kurzenknabe Press as before. 


® YOUTH SUNDAY RECEIPTS 
September and October, 1947 


Luther 
Congregation League 
Neomunean Calbtiomive ..cascccenocec $ 70.00 $ 12.89 
SOuULhenneCaliotiiame eee 149.95 17.67 
Canada eee ee ee er ee 68.28 107.15 
(Co@lienamloe, DISET seco nccocnboncot 
Connecticut eates coe ee 15.00 
leavers tan ten eas momrks Prenst hece ee hdiont esa 52.83 49.82 
Geogeia lala asset 133515 85.60 
Mitosis eee eer ten varan elds eee 34.70 13.81 
Iirvcliapniae weet, cn ra ea See ee coin tea eters 134.63 66.10 
IG WERe AIS, Aine None Ie Oe ce rors 7.61 
1 SIGE I™ coat aes Coal G NT Cre OR Ret eb arcre 136.17 81.36 
Kenttickyolennesseeme anne ietirite 68.60 62.80 
NilevisillennNah neg giao Bop me om abot ak 249.24 137.19 
IN Mielatlepislle se cine ee oa on Ge nee UOm. aioe 45.79 22.71 
MGS time ne ne een ener comes nies 44.25 69.65 
Minn eSOtaaee ir ener ra ote ee 66.14 33.20 
IMPS EON hao oo ee oe eno oan dor 
IND OMEAT ante eect vatuee sen ctot actor oder eeene 
INebias kale seer otra at ane 60.00 69.71 
INGWRICRSENT alec ccd) ecanee mre myayeke 20.00 
ING WR COLI CR Wr gare tec eR komen as oe 542.70 114.59 
INOUE (CERRO, Gocoononecsouaonne 677.11 726.86 
OhiosA ee Sear oon 591.14 133.14 
IPAGHAG INMOSEMESE coconcacconwoons 
@entialeBennsylvatiameeen eee 526.48 195.35 
Ministerium of Pennsylvania ...... 697.01 300.10 
Bittsbutoltereecctas a. kein ier 225.26 62.18 
IRo@lsy MMIC Goscedcosccunond 24.08 
Som Caroling, o.scvnooeaeooanoos 295.65 202.64 
REX AG ea roma er mS encens Peni eects 15.85 4.30 
AVSKSEaI aN EN "ea0k Gata Seemmerede omnia eeerencncl 122.50 79.93 
Wiicab Wattesiniek Co poonGeodcboctonss 121.68 26.57 
WGI Sooungesaonnonddeo doves 149.73 72.04 
INOVAM OC OLE ne ae curtics erie 10.00 
Wiese Carnegey oaceacocnadcudoor 24.77 


Oke Cah Ce OD CR LDCR Ca 


From Vour (Officers and 
Headquarters Staff 


The Manager Returns 
ELLO!! It is so good to see you again—and it is 
wonderful to be back in the Swap Shop, especially 
now in this our favorite part of the winter season. 
Eleanor Sheets and Helen Smith were reluctant to 
leave. Anyway, as you can see, the poinsettias our florist sent 
over are full of rich, red blooms this year, and he included 
some Oregon cedar with the long-needle pine we ordered 
for our mantel decoration. It accounts for the pungent, 
woodsy fragrance you smelled when you opened the door. 
But the thing we still like best about Chistmas is what it 
does to people. The shine on their faces and the sparkle 
in their eyes is something to behold as they pass by our 
window. It springs from something warm and generous and 
unselfish in their hearts... 
known the rest of the year as “love for mankind.” 


Some Gift Suggestions 


But we must unpack these boxes from Random House 
and fill our orders for them. They are books we have been 
recommending as gifts for the very young generation be- 
cause they are so beautiful and so inexpensive—only a 
dollar and a half. Titles: A Child’s Story of the Nativity 
and A Child’s Book of Christmas Carols illustrated by 
Masha. Sing for Christmas distributed by the E. P. Dutton 
and Company, Inc., and illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren 
(who did our favorite Mother Goose) has more vivid 
colors in it, but we like Masha’s delicate touch highlighted 
with gold for gi‘ts. And while we are unpacking the boxes, 
you might tell us what we can do for you—unless, of 
course, you merely dropped in the Shop to browse and to 
say Merry Christmas”. 


Yours A New Job? 

You are bewildered? Why? Because you are a new 
Education Secretary and you have no idea what your job 
entails? Well then we shall proceed to tell you what we 
have told several other people these past few months. 
Basically, whether you are a Synodical or State, Confer- 
ence or District, or just a local League Educational Sec- 
retary, it is your task to acquaint people with Luther 
League literature, telling them what information is available 
in pamphlet or periodical form, how it can be used, and 
why it should be. Obviously you cannot do that unless you 
know yourself, so, begin by sending to Headquarters for 
a complete packet of the pamphlets (the whole works sells 


Eight 


the radiant spirit of Christmas. 


for $1.35) and for subscriptions to the Quarterlies (Inter- 
mediate and Senior, 75 cents each) and the Review. 
When the material is delivered to you, sit down some- 
where and read it! Then file it in a loose leaf notebook 
under the headings: Administration, Education, Missions, 
Life Service, Intermediates, and Miscellaneous. (Sets of 
dividers, so labeled, are available from The Luther Press, 
429-437 Herr St., Harrisburg, Pa., at 60 cents postpaid. ) 


; Nae 
That completes your Handbook—and your orientation. 
From this point on, you Educational Secretaries part 
company. 


Since the duties of the local League secretary are care- 
fully explained in the newly revised pamphlet, The Duties 
of the Luther League Educational Secretary (5 cents each), 
we shall confine our conversation to the methods Synod- 
ical and Conference Secretaries may use to promote the 
use of Luther League materials in their larger areas. 


Helpful Hints to Secretaries 


If you are a Synodical or State Educational Secretary, 
keep barking at the heels of your Conference or District 
Secretaries, filtering down information from headquarters 
and suggesting points of emphasis. For instance, either 
you or your immediate predecessor were asked to check 
up on Luther League Review subscriptions in your area 
a few months ago. And keep plugging PTL, the Book-of- 
the-Month Club, use of Luther League topics in all age- 
groups, etc., directly and by means of your local papers. 
We remember an issue of the Herald (Luther League of 
Illinois) which carried a note by Sister Elizabeth Huth 
promoting the Book-of-the-Month Club, and_ individual 
Lenten devotions. Then there was an item in The Youth of 
the Church (Luther League of Ohio) entitled “Something 
Old-Something New” which utilized six and one half inches 
of valuable space to call attention to that same Book-of-the- 
Month Club, a fellowship night for Confirmands, an article 
on chuich organizations in the Review and planning a spe- 
cial Easter service. Don’t force your Prexy to become a 
huckster through your negligence or apathy. Nancy Cauble 
did a good job, however, in Luther League Lines (Luther 
League of Kentucky-Tennessee) in her “‘President’s Cor- 
ner”. She said—and we quote!— 

“Are you tired? Listless? Droopy? and just mad in gen- 
eral? What you need is a shot from the L. L. of A. (Luther 

League of America to you) and Augustana. Watch your mail 


carefully for order blanks put out by these two. I’m sending 
them within the next two weeks. 


“Do your meetings sag? lag? and drag? Don’t miss ‘‘57 
Varieties of Meetings’ on the L. L. of A. order blanks. Just 
what your League needs to pep you up.” 

There was more, but you see what we mean. Or take 
a page from Clare Smith’s book and stimulate the interest 
of your Conference and District Secretaries by making them 
responsible for planning and writing special or supple- 
mental programs to be edited by you, but sent out over 
their names to the local Leagues. (Clare is Educational 
Secretary of the Luther League of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania. ) 

If your Synodical Luther League has no Directory (a 
listing of all officers’ names and addresses from the Synod- 
ical Prexy down to the treasurer of the smallest local 
League), take a hint from Texas and whip one together— 
and see that it is kept up to date! Devise a Luther League 
calendar. (North Carolina uses one complete with topic 
subjects, points for emphasis from their Efficiency Stand- 
ard, a book for daily Bible reading, and space for writing 
in local projects.) Or maybe a Daily Reminder kind of 
thing would catch on more quickly in your area. (Dream up 
the details for that one yourself; we have never seen it done 
by a Luther League.) Educate your Leaguers as Ruth 
Greve, President of the Luther League of Illinois, did— 
by sending them a copy of your Luther League ABC’s. 


(Continued on Page 24) 
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Invitations 


Very attractive invitations can be 
easily made, using penny postal cards, 
decorated with gay Christmas seals. 


Do come to our Christmas Party, 
On night at eight; 
We'll look for smiling faces, 
So please do not be late! 


T’will be a party beaming, 
With joy and Christmas cheer; 
You'll say it is the very best, 
Of all the whole glad year. 
Place Date 


Please bring a toy which costs no 
more than 10 cents. 


Decorations 
A gaily decorated Christmas Tree 
will make your room festive indeed. 


Have a bouquet of poinsettias on the 
piano, and hang various sized red paper 
bells on the walls (to be used in a 
game). Candles placed around the 
room can be lit for atmosphere while 
serving refreshments. 


Equipment Needed 


Cards and pencils 

Red paper candy canes. 
Bibles and Hymn Books. 
Red paper bells. 
Stockings and pencils. 
Large red candle. 


Smaller candles and star holders. 


The Program 


A Christmas Party for leaguers 
should be different from other parties 
held during the year. It must be a time 
of merriment and real fellowship, but 
it should also have a deeper spiritual 
content. 


Christmas Greetings 


Each leaguer is given a card. Ten 
minutes is allowed to secure as many 
Christmas greetings as possible. A 
small award can be made to the one 
who gets the most. The greeting in 
all cases will be the same, “Merry 
Christmas”, with the signature of the 
writer underneath the greeting. 


Matching Candy Canes 


Cut small candy canes from red con- 
struction paper, with a word appro- 
priate to Christmas written on it in 
white ink, such as bells, holly, sleighs, 
etc. with 5 or 10 of each (if the entire 
group is quite large there might be as 
many as 20) dividing the party into 
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4+ or 5 teams. The canes should be well 
scrambled and passed out with the 
word facing downward. At a given sig- 
nal, the leaguers will turn them over 


and gather together in their teams, 
seeing which team can do so most 
quickly. 
Christmas Pantomime 

The party is now divided into 
g.oups. Give each group ten minutes 


to select a leader and prepare an im- 
promptu Christmas pageant or panto- 
mime from either song, story or scrip- 
ture. Bibles and Hymn Books should 
be on hand for use in this part of the 
program. Let each group have five 
minutes to present its number. The 
following are suggested as possibilities: 

Dramatize the story of the great an- 
nouncement to the shepherds—St. Luke 
VARS ol 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
sung by a group as members panto- 
mime the idea expressed in the hymn. 

Results will be surprisingly good. 
Have a prize for the group giving the 
best performance. Let all the leaguers 
vote as to which group did the best. 


Christmas Bells 

All around the room red paper bells 
(cut from construction paper) have 
been pinned or scotch-taped to the 
walls, some very high and some low. 
There should be more bells than 
leaguers, but some so high they cannot 
be reached! The leaguers should slowly 
march around the room in a circle to 
music, suddenly the music stops and 
every one runs and places his hand 
on a bell. Players left without bells 
when the music starts again are given 
seats in the center of the room, and 
four or five bells are taken down from 
the wall. This is repeated until only 
one bell is left to be contested for by 
two or more leaguers. 


Christmas Stockings 

Each Leaguer is given a pencil and 
sheet of paper cut in the form of a 
stocking on which are listed ten Bible 
quotations, from which one word is 
omitted. The leader explains that even 
though there are only eight letters in 
the word “STOCKING”, these will 
form quite a few words, namely those 
omitted in the quotations. 


ie Behold your. 3... ! John 19:14 
(King) 
2. Sitteth not down first and count- 


GUI HRV oS epagioce Luke 14:28 (cost) 


3. And he 
in my mouth. 

4. And he said 
Matthew 8:32 (go) 

Sh, Awad Seis oon o saa will there be 
when these things come to pass? Luke 
21:7 (sign) 

6. Blessed is the man that walketh 
Sere in the counsel of the ungodly. 
Psalm 1:1 (not) 

7. Behold thou art made whole: 
See no more. John 5:14 (sin) 


hath put a new 


Psalm 40:3 (song) 


unto them..... 


Su Butas ton mel wallicomesn wees 
thy house. Psalm 5:7 (into) 


OMe OiAne eraiec- unto the Lord a 
song. Psalm 98:1 (sing) 

LOM cin o taulicelose pincer ? 
Luke 4:22 (son) 


Candle Grand March 

Give each leaguer a Christmas 
candle, with a star holder cut from 
green construction paper as protection 
from dripping wax. Have a large red 
candle lighted at one end of the room, 
all other lights turned off except the 
Christmas tree. The leader should now 
have every one follow him in single 
file and light the candles from the 
flame of the large red one, as_ soft 
music is played. The march should 
then proceed at the command of the 
leader while the pianist plays some 
good march music. Lead in circles, 
winding up the circle and then unwind- 
ing it, in a figure eight, serpentine 
march, etc. finally having the leaguers 
sit in semicircles around the tree while 
the group sings familiar Christmas 
Carols by candlelight. 


Gi'ts 

Gi‘ts should be placed under the tree 
as leaguers arrive, and can be passed 
out after the singing of carols as all 
a’e gathered around the tree. Little ten 
cent toys and gifts will furnish a lot 
of hilarity and fun. After the party is 
over, why not gather the gifts together 
in a pretty decorated box and take to 
an Orphanage, Inner Mission, Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, etc,? 


new 


Refreshments 


Christmas cookies with cocoa or cof- 
fee are always welcome. If something 
more elaborate is desired, make large 
pans of stiff red and green gelatine and 
cut with star, santa, etc. cookie cutters. 
Top with spoon of contrasting red or 
green (add a drop of food coloring) 
whipped cream. 
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@® CALIFORNIA 

Luther League work on the 
Coast has taken a long step forward in 
the formation of a Luther League of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
California. The new Synodical Luther 
League will direct and promote the 
Luther League work of the entire Syn- 
od of California, which includes all of 
California, Arizona, Nevada, and Ha- 
wail. 

Meeting in historic old St. Matthew's 
Lutheran Church in San Francisco on 
Labor Day week-end, large delega- 
tions representing the Northern (Cali- 
fornia) Conference Luther League and 
the Luther League of the Distiict of 
Southern California joined together 
to organize the Synod-wide Luther 
League. Enjoying a star-studded two- 
day Charter Convention, the assembled 
delegates completed all the necessary 
details of adopting a Constitution and 
By-Laws and a Budget, and electing 
the first set of officers. 


Pacific 


Highlights of the convention were 
the dynamic, inspiring messages given 
by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
America, Dr. James P. Beasom, Jr., 
President of the California Synod, and 


Dr. Paul Empie, Executive Director of 
Lutheran World Action. 

Other prominent speakers contribu- 
ting to the overflowing richness of the 
convention included Mr. Howard L. 
Logan, President of the Luther League 
of America; Rev. Charles Reinbrecht, 
Missionary on his way back to China; 
Rev. Dwight L. Miley, San Francisco; 
Rey. Clarence F. Crouser, Los Angeles, 
and Rev. Harold Lorimer, San Jose. 


Rev. Herman Lucas, Pastor of St. 
Matthew’s Church, scene of the con- 
vention, endeared himself to all the 
delegates for his conscientious atten- 
tion to the many details surrounding 
his job as host pastor. The great num- 
ber of pastors who drove long dis- 
tances to be at the convention brought 
with them greater encouragement to 
the new organization than any other 
single factor. Their interest in the pro- 
ceedings and in the new Synodical 
Luther League revealed to the as- 
sembled delegates how completely the 
clergy of the Synod is ready and will- 
ing to cooperate in the Luther League's 
work among the young people. 


Officers elected to serve the new Cal- 
ifornia Synodical Luther League dur- 
ing its first year are: President, George 


Latest Banquet, Northern District of California 
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E. Steffens, San Bernardino; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Paul E. Koch, San Francisco; 
Recording Secretary, Harriet E. Den- 
ton, Sacramento; Corresponding Secre- 


tary, Frieda Blotter, San Francisco; 
Treasurer, Albert S. Anspach, Pasa- 
dena. 


@ THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF 
THE PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


Meeting in its Eighth Annual Con- 
yention in St. John’s Church, Erie, Pa., 
from July 22 to 25 the Luther League 
of the Pittsburgh Synod reelected the 
following officers: William Mull, Jean- 
nette, President; Helen Best, Knox, 
Secretary; L. Alex Black, Drravosburg, 
Assistant Secretary; Cora Gongaware, 
Grapeville, Treasurer; Dorothy Schill- 
ing, Pittsburgh, Statistician; and Ade- 
lene May, Erie, Executive Secretary. 


The convention theme, “Preparing to 
Follow’, was treated under four sub- 
titles: ‘‘Through Missions” by the Rev. 
P. E. Daugherty, First Church, Butler, 
at the Holy Communion Service which 
opened the convention; “Through Re- 
creation” by the Rev. F. H. Schott, 
Trinity Church, -McKean; “Through 
Education” by the Rev. W. E. Fisher, 
First Church, Zelienople, at the ban- 


Cut courtesy N. Dist. 
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quet; and “Through Life Service” by 
these Reva hE Dozer St) ohn's 
Church, McKeesport, at the closing 
service. 

The Rev. John L. Reiner, Trinity 
Church, Meadville, convention chaplain, 
based his “Quiet Moments” medita- 
tions on the convention hymn, “Lead 
On, O King Eternal!” 

Thete was a total registration of 
244; 67 delegates, 160 visitors, and 17 
pastors. Of this total, 90 were from 
East Conference. 


In her report the Executive Secre- 
tary stated that during the year the 
League had gained 7 new Leagues and 


140 members. This makes the total 
membership 107 Leagues and 2,014 
members. 


Ruth Heckel, Missionary Secretary, 
announced that the League had sur- 
passed its goal of raising $372.75 to 
build an outdoor worship center at 
Lutherlyn—$403.10 was raised. She 
pointed out, however, that only $103.29 
of our $521.85 quota for the Luther 
League of America’s China-Skeldon 
Project has been raised. 

At the solemn candlelight consecra- 
tion and installation service which 
closed the meeting, the Rev. Dozer 
told the group, “God dwells in your 
hand, and how His work succeeds or 
fails depends upon how you use that 
hand. We must build a new pe spective 
of what is big and what is small. In 
God’s eyes, the important thing is not 
what is happening in Washington and 
-Moscow and on Wall Street, but 
what’s going on where one Christian 
kneels in prayer, where one young per- 
son reads his Bible. We must build a 
new respect for these tremendous 
trifles”’. 

The convention chaplain conducted 
the Installation Service for the elected 
officers and the following appointees: 
Helen D. Reed, Ford City, Educational 
Secretary; Dorothy Booth, Beaver 
Falls, Missionary Secretary; The Rev. 
Arthur Ruths, Erie, Life Service Sec- 
retary; Margaret Vetter, Intermediate 
Secretary; L. Alex Black, Publicity 
Secretary; and Reese Snyder, Timblin, 
Extension Chairman. 

For its 1948 Missionary project the 
group decided to raise funds for Passa- 
vant Hospital in Pittsburgh. The 1948 
convention will be held in First Lu- 
theran Church, Leechburg. Mr. Eugene 
Geiger represented the Luther League 
of America. 
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® ILLINOIS 


Nearly 300 young people met to- 
gether in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 
Dixon, August 1-3, for the 52nd An- 
nual Convention of the Luther League 
of Illinois. “Christians Leagued To- 
gether” was the challenging theme, 
carried out effectively by the various 
speakers—Rey. Walter Wittman, Chi- 
cago; Rev. Glenn G. Gilbert, Chicago; 
Dr. C. Umhau Wolf, Maywood; and 
Rev. George J. Curran, pastor, Dixon. 

The Treasurer’s report was one of 
great encouragement. It indicated that 
the Apportionment quota to the Lu- 
ther League of America had been met 
in full, and that to date $1,002.25 had 
been contributed on our three-year 
quota of $945.00 to the China-Skeldon 
Missionary Project. Thus, the Luther 
League of Illinois is the first of the 
State or Synodical Leagues to have 
raised their full share on this National 
Missionary Project. This is doubly sig- 
nificant because of the fact that the 
lay worker to China, selected by the 
Luther League of America and sup- 
ported by these funds, is a girl from 
the Luther League of Illinois—Ielene 
Ufkes of Faith Church, St. Louis. Be- 
cause of this accomplishment, Ielene 
is assured of the 100 per cent backing 
of her own fellow Leaguers. 


Adopted as the new Missionary Pro- 
ject for 1947-1948 is the raising of at 
least $1,000 for the new Lutheran Stu- 
dent Center at Champagne. 


Representing the Luther League of 
America was Roy Henrickson, of 
Zelienople, Pa. He very effectively 
presented the program of the Luther 
League of America and inspired the 
Leaguers 1) a better way of Christian 
living through his messages. 

Rev. Arnold H. Kaitshuk, represent- 
ing Dr. R. R. Belter, President of the 
Wartburg Synod, installed the follow- 
ing officers: 

President, Ruth R. Greve, Chicago; 
First Vice-President, Evelyn Kusch, 
Springfield; Second Vice-President, 
Robert Schmitt, Chicago; Secretary, 
Ruth Johnson, Aurora; Treasurer, Sis- 
ter Elizabeth Huth, Burlington, Iowa. 


AMONG YOUNG ADULTS 
. © Hawaii 


Our Honolulu Lutheran Church has 
a young adult fellowship which they 
call Launa Aloha. Organized in 1945, 
its membership has now reached 65, 
with a Sunday evening attendance 
which ranges from 30 to 40. The pas- 
tor, Rev. Edward Hamme, reports that 
it is attaining for itself the recognition 
of being the most active and fastest 
growing organization of the church. 


@ California 


The Synodical Luther League of 
California is such a firm believer in the 
cause of work with young adults that 
it has added to the roster of its synod- 
ical departmental secretaries a Secre- 
tary for Young Adults. An ex-Leaguer, 
Robert Ray Inslee, one-time First 
Vice-President of the Luther League 
of America, has been named to serve 
in the new post. Mrs. Inslee was the 
writer of the first program issued. 


Do you have a YOUNG ADULT 
group in your church? Why not apply 
for a charter and become a part of the 
fellowship known as L-O-Y-A-L (League 
of Young Adult Lutherans)? Please 
note that this is a fellowship with a 
program but it is not an organization 
except on the local level. 


@ New Jersey 

Holy Trinity, Red Bank, N. J:, Rev 
Harold Hornberger, Pastor, reports 
the organization of a chapter of 
L-O-Y-A-L which is “going great 
guns.” At a recent meeting they en- 


joyed a discussion of the subject, 
“Mental Happiness Among Young 


Adults,’ under the leadership of the 
Assistant Director of the state hospital. 


® Wisconsin 

The L-O-Y-A-L group of Epiphany 
Church, Milwaukee, Rev. P. W. Roth, 
D.D., Pastor, is the first mixed adult 
group in the history of that church. 
With an average attendance of 40 in 
a first Sunday of the month meeting, 
the skepticism with which the group 
first met has now turned to faith and 
confidence in its usefulness. 
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at the Bat 


Concluding the prize winning short story for 1946-1947 
in Wittenberg College's Porch Short-story Contest 


The fans rose to their feet and ap- 
plauded as he ambled toward the 
bench. With their applause his hopes 
soared high, and he began to feel the 
headlines. He pictured the pennant 
flying above his school. Then he saw 
himself on a diamond where the grass 
was like velvet and where there were 
real dugouts instead of benches. There 
was a stadium with thousands of peo- 
ple, instead of a row of unpainted 
bleachers. But the box seats were re- 
served for the Hill Italians, the 
“Wops” from the mill, while the New 
York fans had to take the other seats. 


He thought the Jefferson team might 
score that inning. There were two 
clean singles that put a man on first 
and third with only one out. Then Bill 
Adams popped to the shortstop, and 
Brandt followed with an easy grounder 
along the first base line. The inning 
was over and the score was still 
nothing to nothing. 

Frank usually enjoyed a_pitcher’s 
duel. It gave him something to work 
for. But this was a little different. Too 
much was at stake today. He thought 
of Gran as he started once more for 
the mound. What was that she had 
said—‘‘Ask and it shall be given you”? 
He couldn’t remember the rest. It 
didn’t matter. He had gone this far 
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without any help and he supposed he 
could keep on the same way he had 
started. 


His Mom had said something about 
it, too. “Maybe it wouldn’t hurt none 
if Gran prayed.” That was what she 
had said. Well, maybe it wouldn't, 
but it was too late now. 

It was that inning, the sixth, that his 
arm began to ache. It began as a slow 
pain in his right shoulder, as if his 
shoulder muscles were a little pulled 
because of the strain. It began that 
way, and then it grew. The pain 
slowed him down somewhat; even to 
the extent that one Newton player 
smashed a double to right field. Had 
the runner been faster, he could have 
stretched it to a triple. 


Coach Wilson and Bill Adams trot- 
ted to the mound after the hit. It 
was a stall to give him a little rest 
before facing the next batter. Frank 
knew that and appreciated it. He was 
getting tired. 

“Why did you do that, Frank?” the 
coach inquired. “Bill called for a fast 
ball. You grooved it and didn’t put 
anything into it.” 

“T know,” the boy admitted. “I 
didn’t mean to, but my arm’s gettin’ 
sore, 


“You've been bearing down too hard. 
Just keep plenty of stuff on the ball, 
but stay away from your speed for 
awhile. Another pitch like that and 
we'll be one run behind.” 

“OK. Vilease up. Elitcurve emuto 
death.” 


“That's the boy. And take plenty of 


time between pitches. We're in no 
hurry. Just so we win. 
He’s right. There really ain't no 


hurry. But I gotta’ bear down some 
these next three innings. I wisht’ this 
arm would quit hurtin’. How about 
that last one, Coach? He missed it a 
mile—Well, what if the count is three 
and two now. I'll get ’im on this next 
pitch. I know I’m gettin’ a little wild, 
but my shoulder keeps hurtin’ all the 
time. Oooooh—didn’t mean to walk 
that man. Runners on first and second 
with one out. I can hear those fans 
eroan clear out here. I wonder what 


that scout’s thinkin’ now. I wisht’ I 
didn’t know he was up there. That 
kinda’ throws me off, knowin’ he’s 


watchin’ what I do. Well, if he don’t 
like my pitchin’, he can go get some- 


Che Fil 


one else. If I help win a State Cham- 
pionship, I guess that’s enough. Well, 
almost enough. Shoot, I'll get these 
next two guys if I have to throw my 
arm away to do it—there. Two men 
out now. This last one’s a sucker for 
any pitch. I wouldn’t have him playin’ 
on any team of mine. There he goes, 
pip out to first. Well, there’s the inning 
—Three more, just three more to go— 
Lordy, but my arm hurts. 


Frank sprawled on ‘one end of the 
bench, wishing he could lie down for 
a few minutes. He suddenly felt tired, 
tired clear through. 

Coach Wilson trotted over and eased 
in beside him. 

“['m praying for some runs. this 
inning,” the big man offered. “They’re 
beginning to hit a little You need a 
score behind you.” 


Frank nodded in agreement. 


“Pray?” he wondered. “Naw, you 
ain’t really prayin’, Coach. You just 
say that.” He glanced into the sky. 
“Tf there’s a God up there like they 
say,” he told himself, “He’s got a big 
space to live in and a whole world ’a 
people to watch. I wonder what He’s 
like. I wonder if He knows how it is 
to feel the dust in your mouth and the 
people standin’ up and yellin’ for you 
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to strike somebody out. That’s crazy, 
thinkin’ like that. He don’t know. He 
couldn’t know. He’s way up there and 
’'m clear down here. And this game 
or these people can’t mean nothin’ to 
Him—A single! A single by Barret! 
Hey, hey out there! Let’s see a little 
life now! Give ’im the old power now, 
Red! Get a’hold ’a one!” 


Milla let two bad ones go by, then 
fouled one outside third base. The 
pleading from the bleachers echoed 
across the field, and then all was 
hushed as the Newton pitcher went 
into his wind-up. It was a curve ball, 
waist high, and Milla’s eyes followed 
it as it left- the pitcher’s hand. A sec- 
ond later he swung, dropped his bat 
and raced down the baseline as the 
bail scorched between third and short! 
The third base coach was frantically 
waving Barret on to third, as the left 
felder scampered up, grasped the ball, 
hesitated a brief second, and threw 
home to the waiting catcher! 


Two on base and none out! Coach 
Wilson was on his feet, grinning and 
wiping his forehead with a_ soiled 


God Forgot 


handkerchief. The Newton Coach was 
running toward the pitcher’s mound, 
and soon the whole infield surrounded 
the opposing hurler. 

Frank glanced back at the scout. He 
was the only one seated in the first 
row. They were all on their feet. The 
scout had lost his importance to them. 
This was a Jefferson State Champion- 
ship their team was fighting for. This 
was their game, not his. Let him re- 
main calm if he wanted. But you didn’t 
stay calm when your own boys were 
on the field. Those were Hill Italians 
playing ball. See the fight in them? 
Sure, they couldn’t be anything but 
Hill Italians! 

Bud Halzi was the next batter. He' 
was a short, squatty boy with a face 
that showed mostly nose. He took his 
bat now and leisurely knocked the mud 
from his spikes. Then he stepped into 
the box, choked his bat, and took one 
menacing swing in the direction of the 
Newton pitcher. 

“He’s losing his nerve, that pitcher,” 


thought Frank. “I knew he’d break 


down sooner or later. He’s been bear- 
ing down too hard just fike me. I 
wonder how bad he wants this game. 
As bad as we want it, I guess. Well, 
that’s a heck* of a spot to be in. I 
know how he feels.” 
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Bud let one strike and two balls go 
past him without taking the bat from 
his shoulder. Then the Newton pitcher 
let go of one that was almost a wild 
pitch, but the catcher jumped and 
knocked it down with his finger tips. 
Halzi grinned while the jovial “Take 
him out” razz mounted in the stands. 


Nervously the pitcher took the re- 
turn throw from the catcher. He 
hardly waited for the signal before 
going into the wind-up. He grooved 
the next one. That was what Halzi 
had been waiting for, a fast pitch that 
he could lay into. Again there was the 
loud report as the bat connected with 
the horsehide! 


“What a smash!” Coach Wilson 
roared, and then the players left the 
bench in a mighty cheer of triumph. 


A home run! Halzi had hit a home 
run and the Jefferson team was out 
in front by three runs! A thunder of 
noise rumbled across the diamond as 
the Jefferson players rushed toward 
the plate to grab Halzi’s hand as he 
stepped on the bag for the third run. 


By JEANNE 
PERINNE 


Still the Newton coach left his 
pitcher in. He sent another to the bull 
pen to warm up, trotted out to en- 
courage his pitcher, and left him in. 
Apparently the home run had relaxed 
him, or the coach’s words had helped 
him. He finished out the inning by 
striking one man out and forcing two 
to go out on long flies. 

Frank breathed easier as he went 
into the seventh. He had three runs 
behind him. Now it was easy. 

Sure, there’s nothing hard about it 
now. My shoulder still hurts but there 
ain’t but three innings to go. I can go 
three innings whether it hurts or not. 
Lord, but the time goes fast. Pretty 
soon the game will be over, and I'll 
be playing a lot more ball or no more 
at all. One man down and two to go— 
my arm’s achin’ a lot worse. He’s been 
pitchin’ me too much this year. Not 
enough time to rest in between.—An- 
other man out—These guys must not 
of had much practice against curve 
ball pitchers—There another inning 
gone, and just two more to go. 

And here it is the eight—Geez, we 
didn’t do nothin’ against that pitcher 
last inning. Oh, well, three runs ahead. 
I ain’t got a thing to worry me. I 
know I ain’t pitchin’ as good as I was 
before, but that don’t matter. They’re 


scared ’a me, | think. They ain’t even 
handlin’ themselves right up there at 
the plate. Two out and one on base— 
Don’t know why I walked that man. 
God, but this shoulder aches like crazy 
—there, now, an easy out at first and 
that does it. Now if I just don’t blow 
up in the ninth. 


The deafening noise continued un- 
ceasingly, even though the Jefferson 
players went down in one-two-three 
order in the last of the eighth. They 
still had a three run lead, and nobody 
could touch their idol, Frank Banzini. 
A three run lead was good enough to 
win a State Championship, and the 
kind of performance that Frank had 
shown was good enough for a contract 
in any man’s league! 


They felt that way, and they 
squinted against the blinding sun, and 
they cheered. It was their one chance, 
their one reason, to let go. No wonder 
they called it America’s game. This 
was pleasure for anyone, no matter 
whether he was owner of the mill it- 
self or the Hill Italians who worked 
for him. 


Frank walked slowly toward the 
mound at the beginning of the ninth. 
He couldn’t explain it, even to himself, 
but he felt a little frightened. This was 
the final chance. He was afraid of los- 
ing this game in the ninth, and he was 
afraid of what might thappen once the 
game was over. 


He felt as though it were searing 
the back of his uniform. He reached 
for the rosin, tossed it on the ground, 
and then let himself listen to the chat- 
ter of the infield for a few brief 
seconds. 

“Take it easy, Frank boy 
now—easy out!” 


“Atta’ baby, Frank! Here we 
now! Right in there, Frankeeee!”’ 


easy out, 
g0, 


Do they know how my arm hurts? 
Are they kinda’ scared just like me? 
Does the sun feel as hot to them? It’s 
makin’ me sick to my stomach. But no 
reason why I should be scared. I got 
a three run lead——Here goes. Lord, 
I didn’t think I’d be so wild! I gotta’ 
get control of myself here! I can’t 
blow a three run lead this late in the 


_game—Nuts! That looked like a strike 


to me. How about it, Bill? Didn’t it 
look like a strike to you? Damn it, 
walked ’im. 

The pain began to knife through his 
shoulder then, clear and sharp. The 
scaredness began to creep through 
him, and he felt a little nauseated. It 
started in the pit of his stomach and 
swept upward, half choking him. He 
walked another batter, and the noise 
died a little, then faded to an electric- 


like murmur. 
(Continued on Page 14) 
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THE HILL GOD FORGOT 
(Continued from Page 13) 


“Wisht’ I could get my fast ball to 
workin’,” the boy told himself. It was 
no fun to be scared out there. It wasn’t 
any good when you were so tense. Not 
when there was so much that depended 
on your ability. 

“Are you praying for me, Gran?” he 
wondered. “I think maybe I need some 
help now and there ain’t no one to 
turn to. That’s it. There ain’t nobody 
to help you in this game. It all depends 
on whether you got it or whether you 
ain't. Damn! Another ball! Vll walk 
him. I’ll fill the bases sure as hell.” 


Frank did walk the batter. It was 
one of those story-book ball games. 
Three on and nobody out in the ninth 
inning. 

Frank hung his head and let the 
sickness envelop him. He knew Coach 
Wilson was coming out to talk to him. 
He didn’t want to talk to the Coach. 
The pain was so sharp when he moved 
his arm, that he fought against letting 
tears stream down his cheeks. He 
knew that he had failed. His mind 
groped helplessly for aid of some sort. 
Help? Would there ever be any help 
for a Hill Italian? 

“Ask and it shall be given you; seek 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 
be opened unto you”—strange that 
the whole thing should come to him 
now. Funny, how nice the words fit 


together once you listened to them 
with your heart instead of your mind. 
Queer, how relaxed you were once 
you said them over to yourself. 


Coach Wilson did come out to talk 
to Frank, but the boy didn’t hear the 
words. Something had happened inside 
of him. Was there time to tell that 
God of Gran’s that he wanted to make 
friends? Was there time to explain to 
God just how it was, and just how 
much he needed Him? 


So, for the first time in his life, 
Frank Banzini hung his head and spoke 
to God. He didn’t pray the way they 
had taught him in school. He just 
opened his heart and the words tumb- 
led out. 


“God,” he begged silently. “Let me 
win my ball game. Let me strike ’em 
all out. ‘Cause, you see, if I don’t win 
today and if I don’t get a contract 
from that man up there in the brown 
suit, I won’t be livin’ anymore. I’ll go 
to work in the mill, and I’ll get paid 
every week, but I won’t be livin’. I 
know this game ain’t half so big as 
some you've seen, and I ain’t half the 
guy that some is who’s prayed to you. 
But, God, this means more to me than 
anything ever meant to anybody. You 
give me the power to win, and I'll 
help my people get off the Hill and be 
like other folks. If you let me win, 
you'll be lettin’ me live. Amen.” 


And then the Hill Italian felt the 
headlines again. He felt the sweetness 
of a new power he had never felt be- 
fore. The pain in his arm grew steadily 
worse, but to him there was no pain. 
For he was Frank Banzini again, the 
same pitcher with a new heart. He 
was having fun again. They couldn’t 
touch his pitching. He was the “find” 
from the Hill. 


So the noise mounted and swelled 
and burst across the diamond again. 
Frank did win his ball game. It was 
easy, once a guy got past that first 
man. Yeah, it was easy. 


As the game ended, the whole Jef- 
ferson team rushed at him, pounding 
him on the back, screaming his name! 
The fans left their seats and jammed 
onto the field. A State Championship! 
His win was their win, his fame their 
very own. 

And somewhere in the crowd was a 
man in a brown suit, pushing with the 
rest of them toward Frank Banzini. 
Frank couldn’t see the man, but he 
knew that he was coming. 


“How do you feel, Frank?’ boomed 
Coach Wilson. “What have you got to 
Savne 

“Say?” Frank asked. Then he let 
down, leaned against his Coach, and 
cried. “Coach, I—I feel that today—is 
the—beginning of something very 
wonderful.” 

THE END 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Rod and the Staff, By Marc 
Brandel. Harper & Brothers, N. Y., 
1947 ($2.50) 


A revolution is one of the few instru- 
ments available to a minority group 
seeking its right and privileges; but 
even revolutions vary in form and ef- 
fectiveness. In his novel, The Rod and 
the Staff, Mare Brandel has subtly set 
before the reader the striking contrast 
between two particular types of revo- 
lution. Although the story follows the 
development of the inevitable armed 
uprising of the Indian peasants in a 
Central American locale, it is the revo- 
lutionary philosophic teaching of the 
leader Passos that colors the whole 
picture even to its climactic conclusion. 


Until Passos came to the Indian 
fishing province of Morero, there had 
been numerous rebellions of the peas- 


ants against the domination of the 
parasitic government; but these iso- 


lated movements only revealed disor- 
ganization. However, Passos spoke of 
non-violence and love—a peaceful revo- 
lution—and the peasant listened and 
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believed in him. News of his capture 
and death on the gallows shocked the 
hopeful followers, especially Barto, one 
who had betrayed Passos. Partly in 
self-defense, partly to overcome his 
own inner struggle, Barto himself in- 
cited the coast villages to prepare for 
open revolt against the government. 
The mental conflicts within the men 
who propel the rebellions reveal the 
magnitude of their respective power 
for good or evil. 


This is a moving, exciting story. Its 
real worth, though, is in the choice ex- 
pressions of emotional sensations—the 
insight into personal reactions of love, 
faith, hate, and fear. It is a “human 
parable” which gives new meaning and 
enlightenment to an old story. It is 
noteworthy not only for its own story, 
but also for its suggestive relation to 
the greatest story ever told. 


Dark Summer by Dorothy K. Aldis. 
Go E. Putnam's Sons, Neve 1047-— 
$2.25 
For your “delightful reading” shelf, 

any teen-ager who has read it will en- 


Sy UW. Helea Sumcth 


thusiastically fecommend Dark Sum- 
mer, by Dorothy K. Aldis. 


In this lively novel, the reader spends 
a unique vacation with Judy Burr, 
twin sister of Ann and _ co-owner 
of Snoopy, the black cocker spaniel. 
Just before the twins ‘are to leave for 
camp an accident to her eye nearly 
blinds Judy forcing her to resign her- 
self to spending weeks—perhaps months 
or longer—in semi-darkness. However, 
her capable mother soon has every- 
thing situated in the “Hayloft”—their 
renovated barn—for the summer. The 
neighborly concern of and for the ten- 
ants in the upstairs apartments and the 
gab-session visits of her teen-age 
friends, plus her new interests in 
typing and This and That, the kittens 
all add up to a very eventful summer 
with its rewards for patience. 


Dark Summer is the story of a 
strange adventure which imaginative 
senior high youth will enjoy sharing. 
Its wholesome atmosphere is as re- 


es : ; sae 
‘reshing as its realistic character por- 
trayals. 
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Life Sewice ta December 
Life Service to be Effective Requires Preparation- 


Observe Pocket Testament 


Read Y Bibl 
ea our bible Day in Your League 


Sing in Choir, Usher, 


At 
tend Church Woreiie 


Go to Sunday School Teach, Study, Help 


Zz Des 
gk nen 
Attend Luther League 63 oP Share in Topic, 


<a s Share in Offering 
LIFE SERVICE TO BE EFFECTIVE REQUIRES DOING— 

—Hold a White Christmas Service for bringing gifts —Prepare a special Christmas pageant, play or service 

of food, clothing, toys, money— to help broadcast the Christmas message 

for 

the needy, children’s homes, old folks’ homes . . . . —Bring your friends and acquaintances to church and 
—Visit the shut-ins . . . sing for them; worship with to league to receive God’s Gift 

them 


Merry Christmas! God gave us His Son! 


ne Let us give God, Ourselves! 


JOHN P. SHANNON, Chairman, Life Service Committee 
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LOOKING AHEAD 


Learning the Lessons of the 


The Second Coming of Christ 


Witnessing for Him (Pik Day) 
The Prince of Peace Comes Again 


The topics provided here are intended primarily for Young 
those 18 years of age and over. Ordinarily they will not 
be found satisfactory with younger people. 


People 


Years 


December 7, 1947 


II in Advent 


Groups of Young Adults wishing more material than the 
one program provided monthly by the Luther League of America 
may find here additional material of interest and value. 


For topic material to be used with junior high school and 
senior high school groups, the Luther League of America issues 
the Intermediate Quarterly Helps and the Senior Topics Quar- 
terly respectively. The subscription rate to either of these quar- 
terly publications is 75 cents; $7.25 for 10 copies to one address. 


Hite SEGOND) COMIN GEORGES ie 


I Thessalonians 4:16; 5:6 


By Rev. Henry A. McCullough, Jr., Columbia, S. C. < 


@ Note to the Leader 


If at all possible, this topic should be pre- 
sented at a meeting when the pastor can be 
in attendance, to prevent any discussion from 
going off into the maze of details so frequently 
connected with this subject. His assistance in 
answering pertinent questions would be valu- 
able. Invite him to do so. 

Try particularly to keep this topic from be- 
ing merely sermonic. Endeavor to have it pre- 
sented as a thrilling prospect that has important 
truth for daily living. It should encourage a 
healthy sense of expectancy and readiness. 


® Suggested Program 


Appropriate Hymns: 7, 8, 50, 183, 296 to tune 
of 301 (All in PSH). If you want an in- 
teresting variation, have Hymn 66 sung an- 
tiphonally by the group on either side of 
main aisle, one group singing the questions 
and the other group singing the answers. 

Psalm 72 


Scripture Lessons (by two 
I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
I Thessalonians 5:1-11 


Prayers (Let one precede and the other follow 
the Scripture Lessons): “OQ Lord Jesus 
Christ, by Whom came grace and truth; 
with Thy truth send forth Thy grace, we 
entreat Thee, throughout all the world, and 
hasten that day when the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the sea. Impart true wisdom 
to those who as yet know Thee not, that 
they may behold, accept, love and cleave to 


different persons) 


Thee, their only Saviour; and preserve in 
the way of Thy truth such as now walk 
therein. Amen.” (From “Collects and 
Prayers,’”’ ULPH, page 53.) 


Increase, O God, the faith and zeal of all 
Thy people, that they more earnestly desire, 
and more diligently seek the salvation of their 
fellowmen, through the message of Thy love 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Move Thy serv- 
ants to preach Thy Word with power and 
grace, and multiply the number of those who 
labor in the Gospel, granting unto them a 
heart of love, sincerity of speech, and the 
manifold gifts of the Holy Ghost; that they 
may be able to lead men to forsake sin and 
to turn to Thee. And so bless and favor all 
who labor for Thee in the seeking of souls 
that multitudes may be brought from the 
kingdom of evil into the Kingdom of Thy 
dear Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ, Our 
Lord. Amen. (From ‘Collects and Prayers,” 
ULPH, page 54) 
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@ The Topic 
Introduction 


There is scarcely any of the great, 
fundamental teachings of the Scrip- 
tures and of the Christian Church gen- 
erally that is more distorted than this 
teaching regarding Christ's second 
coming. That very probably, has a 
large part to play in the widespread 
neglect of this doctrine by most Chris- 
tians, with the exception of the sects 
and the fanatics. Lost in the maze of 
conflicting representations regarding 
dates and places and the order of 
events and “the signs of the times,” 
many believers simply drop this item 
out of their working creed, even though 
they may confess it formally in public 
use of The Apostles’ Creed. Yet it is 
possible for us to separate the true 
wheat of this cardinal Christian truth 
from the chaff of human speculations, 
and to find in it great value, both for 
present life and for future hope. We 
shall confine ourselves in this topic to 
the main road, and shall resist the 
tempting curiosity of the detours that 
would but confuse us. 


Necessary 


God has appointed Jesus Christ as 
Heir of all the earth and its kingdoms, 
and if Christ does not return, then the 
whole purpose of His first coming is 
robbed of its realization. If to Him 
“every knee shall bow and confess that 
Jesus is Lord,” then Christ must re- 
turn to this very earth in that power 
and glory that shall force the recog- 
nition of Him as victor over the king- 


doms of the world and the devil. “A 
new heaven and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” are promised, 
and it is out of the present heavens and 
earth wherein dwell almost everything 
but righteousness that the new will 
come. And the new will come only 
when Christ comes to overcome and 
to make all things new. By and large 
the world has always felt since the 
crucifixion and still feels that Christ’s 
Kingdom is but a theory. And it will 
always be but a theory until it is estab- 
lished in fact. Hence, Christ’s second 
coming is necessary. All that we have 
hoped or believed or have been assured 
about the forgiveness of sins and of 
future blessedness and of reunion with 
departed loved ones in Christ stands 
or falls with, whether Christ definitely 
and literally returns to establish that 
Hope in Fact. His coming is necessary 
to give a goal to our work and to put 
“a barb on the hook” of our teaching 
and preaching. 


Assured 


However necessary the return of 
Christ might appear, we would have 
not solid ground upon which to rest 
that necessity unless the One who 
alone knows about it tells us about its 
assured coming. Consequently there 
are claimed to be at least 350 references 
to the second coming in power and 
glory; a much greater number than the 
references to His first coming at Beth- 
lehem. The literal fulfillment of all the 
prophecies relating to His birth, life, 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


December 14, 1947 


WITNESSING FOR HIM=Pocket Testament League Day 


® Suggestions, for Leader 


Aim: To help young people to be better wit- 
nesses for Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ. 


Suggestions 


1. Use Hoffman’s picture, “Jesus and the 
Book of Books,’ on table over an open Bible. 
nes Print program and put in folders made 
like a Bible for each person present. 


3. Secure from Luther League Headquarters 
cards of application for Pocket Testament 
League membership. 

4. Worship Service—“‘A Guide Book for 
Daily Living’ from Worship Programs for 
Intermediates by Alice Anderson Bays. 


5. Have your pastor conduct “Open Forum.” 


@ Program 
Soft Music: ‘‘Thy 
Lord” (123 PSH) 


Call to Worship: Ye are my witnesses saith 
the Lord, and my servant whom have 
chosen; that ye may know and believe me, 
and understand that I am he; before me 
there was no God formed, neither shall there 
be after-me. Isaiah 43:10. 


Prayer: Sentence Prayers 


Hymn: “Spread, O Spread” (120 PSH) 
First, Second, and Third Stanzas of Hymn 


Read I John 1:1-3 
Fourth Stanza of Hymn (120 PSH) 


Read Acts 1:8 
Fifth Stanza of Hymn (120 PSH) 


Read Matthew 28:19, 20 
Sixth Stanza of Hymn (120 PSH) 


Poem: “Christ Hath No Hands But 
Hands’”—By Annie Johnson Flint. 


“Q Word of God’ (117 PSH) 
Development of Topic: “Witnessing For Him” 


Hymn) “Phy Word, © Lord” (116 PSH) 
Luther League Benediction 


Word is Like a Garden, 


Our 


Hymn: 


@ Introduction to Topic 


The Pocket Testament League was 
founded by Mrs. Charles M. Alexander 
in her school days in Birmingham, 
England, as a means of winning her 
friends to Christ. The Pocket Testa- 
ment League is a world-wide “Read 
and Carry Your Bible Movement” 
composed of millions of members who 
have agreed to the simple conditions 
of membership as set forth in the 
League pledge: The Pocket Testament 
League movement creates an interest 
in, and a love for, God’s Word on the 
part of Christians, as well as non- 
Christians. It opens the way for per- 
sonal evangelism, offering the soul- 
winner an effective means of approach 
to those who have never accepted 
Christ. Carrying a Pocket Testament 
will make possible more frequent read- 
ing and will insure that God’s Word 
will always be at hand for opportuni- 
ties of witnessing for Christ. 


Duty of Witnessing 


After all, as far as the New Testa- 
ment is concerned, the real significance 
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I John 1:1-3; Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19, 20 
By Mrs. Wellyn Humphries, Concord, N. C. 


OTHER SUPPLIES FOR 
PIL DAY 


The Pocket Testament League (a 4-page 
folder about the P.T.L. and _ the 
L.L.A.)—5 cents 


P.T.L. Membership Application Cards 
15 cents per doz.; $1.00 per 100 


Pea Skit 


(Mimeographed)—10 cents 


Secure any of the above from The 
Luther League of America, 1228 Spruce 
St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

Pocket Testaments (with or without 
Psalms) may be purchased from the 
United Lutheran Publication House, 
Philadelphia, or any of its branches. 


of the word “witness” is in the testi- 
mony one bears to his faith by means 
of his very life. Sharing is the only 
way to continue experiencing religious 
reality! Then we share because we 
care. The Apostle Paul said, “For me 
to live is Christ.’ Paul shared Christ’s 
love and witnessed for Him to every- 
one with whom he came into contact. 

I love to tell the story 

Of unseen things above, 


Of Jesus and his glory 
Of Jesus and his love. 


I love to tell the story 
It did so much for me 
And that is just the 
I tell it now to Thee. 


reason 


How and Where To Be Given 

And He answered, “Go and tell 
John.” That is His command to us also 
—‘Go and tell.” Telling, witnessing 
means service, sharing. We must serve 
where we can. We may not be able 
to give large sums of money, but we 
can give sympathy; we can speak a 
good word to and for our fellowmen, 
we can do whatever our ability allows. 
We can speak of Christ to a fellow 
worker, or the stranger who rides be- 
side you in the train or street car. We 
can share the joyous message with 
those with whom we play, our best 
friends, our school mates. We can 
show the folks at home by our lives 
how we love the Lord. We may not 
be able to preach a great sermon or 
lead in public prayer, but we can stand 
as a witness for Christ. We can invite 
a friend to go with us to Church; we 
can help a friend to form the habit of 
daily Bible study. 


Special Marks of True Witnessing 


“But ye shall receive power, when 
the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and 
ye shall be my witnesses both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the 


earth.” Christ expected each disciple 
to introduce the men next to him into 
this greatest of all life values. “The 
best revelation of truth is the life,” 
hence Christ said, “Ye are the light of 
the world,” and Paul said: “Ye are 
my epistle known and read of all men.” 
We can witness to our fellowman of 
our personal experience and recount to 
him the loving kindness and mercies 
the Lord has bestowed on us. Every 
day we must speak for our Lord and 
Saviour and not just one day in the 
week. Nicodemus, the Samaritan wo- 
men, Zaccheus, the blind man and many 
others went out from Christ’s presence 
with a new sense of God because of 
Christ’s simple personal testimony. To 
bear personal testimony does not mean 
that we are perfect, but herein lies the 
greatest power of the Christian wit- 
ness; His report is not simply his 
words, but his life is the living testi-’ 
mony. 


Let me live in a house by the side of the 
road, 

Where the race of men go by, 

The men who are good, the men who are bad 

As good and bad as I 

I would not sit in the scorner’s seat 

Nor hurl the cynics ban; 

Let me live in the house by the side of the 
road, 

And be a friend to man. 


Sam Walter Foss 


@® Bible References—' Witnessing” 
How and Where 


Unceasingly—Isaiah 62:6 
In the Home—Mark 5:18, 19 
Without shame or fear—II Timothy 1:8 


Marks of Witnessing 


Relates to personal Experience—Psalm 

Everyday duty—Malachi 3:16 

The Outgrowth of Faith—II Corinthians 
4:13 


63:7 


Witnessing to the Truth 


Isaiah 43:10 
John 15:27 
Acts 5:20, 21 
Acts 22°14" 15 


®@ Questions for Discussion 
What does it mean to ‘be a Christian? 


Have you had an experience of Christ which 
you should be telling others? 


Have you ever taken the trouble to share 
with your nearest friend the experience you 
have had with God? 


What is the real burden of the Christian 
witness? How does one witness to Christ? 


If the test of personal testimony were applied 
to me, what would be my Christian standing? 


Are we ashamed of Christ? 


How can PTL membership help me to be a 
true witness? 


Of what use is the New Testament in Chris- 
tian witnessing? 


Seventeen 


December 21, 1947 
IV in Advent 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE COMES AGAIN=A Christmas Program 


@ Suggestions to the Leader 


This program, written in very simple lan- 
guage, is meant to stir up thought, to serve 
as a challenge to youth, as we draw near the 
celebration of the birth of Christ. It isn’t in- 
tended to be educational, only inspirational. The 


first three songs, ‘“‘Deck the Halls”, “White 
Christmas” and “Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town” should be sung as special numbers, 


either as solos, duets, trios, or quartettes. The 
carols should be sung by the entire group, with 
the exception of ““O Holy Night’? which should 
be used as a solo. Through these songs, and the 
direction of thoughts through the discussion, 
it is hoped that the Prince of Peace will come 
a little nearer to us this Christmas than ever 
before. 


® Program 


Prelude 


Call to Worship: ‘‘And He shall be called Won- 
derful, Counselor, The Mighty God, the ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace.’ Isaiah 
9:6 

Hymn: “Come Hither, Ye Faithful’ (PSH) 


Scripture: Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 24:1-14, 
29-42 


Prayer: ‘‘We lift up our hearts to Thee, Kind 
Heavenly Father, in grateful thanks that 
Thou didst send down to us Thy Son, born 
of a lowly birth but destined to become the 
Ruler of the world. Help us to receive Him 
into our hearts as our Saviour, as the Prince 
of Peace. Make us instruments of Thine, so 
we may spread the joy, the real joy of Christ- 
mas which comes only through His birth, 
into the hearts and lives of others, so that 
people the world over may know of Him, 
and receive Him as their Saviour. Cause our 
thoughts to dwell on Him throughout the 
Christmas season, and throughout the new 
year. Make us humble, even as babes, so that 
we may be willing to receive Him. Unto 
Thee, the gracious giver of life and salvation, 
O Father, we make our prayer. Amen. 


Presentation of Topic with Special 
called for interwoven 


The Offering 
Benediction 


@ The Topic 
As Prophecied 


Over 2500 years ago, even in the 
midst of unrighteous living, the wor- 
shipping of idols, chaos and confusion, 
men such as Isaiah and Amos _ pro- 
phecied that a saviour would be born, 
that the Prince of Peace would come. 
Today we know that the prophecy has 
been fulfilled through the birth of Jesus 
Christ. The Prince of Peace has come, 
but has He come into the hearts of men 
and women in the world? Do we just 
receive Him into our hearts on the 
25th of December, or do we find room 
for Him throughout the year? And do 
we really receive Him as our Saviour? 
He is coming to us again this Christ- 
mas, but are we ready and willing to 
receive Him as the Prince of Peace? 
Just what does Christmas mean to us, 
as individuals? So often we are filled 
with the spirit of Christmas that comes 
in a material sense that we don’t have 
time to think about the real spirit, the 
religious spirit. Through words and 
music, let’s make a comparison of the 
two Christmas spirits, the secular and 


Music 
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By Miss Eleanor Sheets, W. Columbia, S. C. 


the religious, and we’ll see that without 
the religious spirit the material things 
of Christmas would have no meaning. 


The Secular Christmas Spirit 


What do we mean when we say that 
we are filled with the Christmas spirit? 
It includes so many things. It’s a day 
that is looked forward to and planned 
for throughout the year. Christmas is 
the one day on which everyone wants 
to be at home. Home and Christmas. 
Home—with halls decked with holly, 
trees decked with electric bulbs and tin- 
sel, with jolly laughter ringing through 
the decked halls. We were thrilled on 
the first day the electric light and dec- 
orations appeared in the streets and 
store windows down town. Decorations 
play a great part in helping create the 
Christmas spirit, and we all look for- 
ward to having a hand in decorating 
our home. This phase of the Christmas 
spirit can be expressed in music, in 
songs such as “Deck the Halls’. Can’t 
it? Listen! (Play a recording of this 
secular carol or have a quartet sing it.) 


Home and Christmas! Yes, the two 
words are synonymous. But the years 
of war when so many of our number 
spent Christmas in distant lands are 
still fresh in our memory. Even then 
their dreams were of home and of 
Christmas the way it used to be. 
Dreams of a snow covered earth, of ex- 
cited children with the joy of Christ- 
mas the most important thing in their 
lives, of parties, dances, and the regular 
Christmas dinners. Every letter, every 
Christmas card brought with it a feel- 
ing of nostalgia and a longing for 
home and loved ones. The song ‘““White 
Christmas” was a favorite to all of us 
then. It helped us feel the Christmas 
spirit in a lonely sort of a way. It 
made those of us at home think of the 
boys who were away and it made them 
think of home even more so. But today, 
although the war is over and those who 
so gallantly served in the armed forces 
are back with us, this song is still a 
favorite, and the moment it is heard 
the spirit of Christmas grows deeper 
within us, doesn’t it? (Here “White 
Christmas” should be sung ora rec- 
ording of it played.) 


Then there is the phase of Christ- 
mas spirit which comes with Santa 
Claus for younger children and giving 
gifts among the older people, or maybe 
some of us still believe in Santa Claus 
who comes down the chimney with a 
pack on his back. If so, we don’t want 


to disillusion you. But we all believe in 
the spirit of giving, and we look for- 
ward to it even more than we are some- 
times willing to admit. The spirit of 
giving is an old custom which has 
been handed down from generation to 
generation, and when we think of home 
on Christmas Day the spirit becomes 
even more prevalent. And although 
some of us may be grown-ups, we still 
appreciate the song of our childhood 
Christmas days, “Santa Claus Is Com- 
ing To Town.” (Arrange to have this 
sung.) 


The Religious Spirit 

Yes, the spirit of holly, Christmas 
trees, sleigh bells, Santa Claus, and 
gifts is important. All of these things 
help make Christmas a most joyous 
season, and it wouldn’t be complete 
without them. But the spirit which 
these things create isn’t the real spirit, 
and it would have no meaning without 
the real spirit—the spirit of the Christ 
Child, the Prince of Peace. It is this 
spirit that we want to consider in all 
seriousness now, so let's put aside 
thoughts of all things secular and think 
only of the birth of Christ. It is this 
spirit that we want to keep uppermost 
in our minds throughout the Christmas 
season, for without it we would not be 
thrilled at the thoughts of being home 
for Christmas. And yet we sometimes 
push the religious spirit to the back 
of our minds and forget about it. How 
wrong we are in doing so, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son’—to be born in a 
manger, in order that we might be 
saved, and in order that we might have 
Christmas. It’s because of His birth, 
lowly though it was, that we celebrate 
Christmas, that there’s joy in our 
hearts at Christmas. Joy—because the 
Prince of Peace comes to us again, 
this year, 1947. Joy—because He is the 
King of the entire earth, and because 
He rules with truth and love and grace. 
Let us express our joy by singing the 
familiar and lovely carol, “Joy To The 
World.” 


We heard the Christmas story read 
a few minutes ago. It’s a story that 
never grows old. We love to hear it, 
but do we always stop to think of its 
real meaning, or do we just take it 
for granted. Imagine, if you will, that 
we were living in Bethlehem at that 
time, or that we were with the shep- 
herds out on the hillsides watching the 
sheep, when suddenly an angel ap- 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


December 28, 1947 
The First Sunday after Christmas 


LEARNING THE LESSONS OF THE YEARS 


® Suggestions to the Leader 


The questions in the first section of the topic 
material may be used for a discussion period. 


The six Bible readings following the topic 
should be read and studied in connection with 
the basic topic material. [he most beneficial 
way to do this is to read one reference daily 
during the week preceding the presentation of 
the topic. They mav also be used as the basis 
of as many devotional talks as may be de- 
sired in connection with the presentation of the 
topic. 


@ A Suggested Program 

Hymn: *O God, the Rock of Ages” (479 CSB) 

Scripture: Psalm 37:25-40; Matthew 7 :24-27 

Prayer: O Lord, most holy God, Thou who 
art the Maker of every good and perfect gift, 
we beseech Thee to have mercy upon us. 
Cast out our wickedness and guard us 
against the temptations of the evil one. For- 
give us of our sins. And so fill our hearts 
and consume our souls with righteousness 
that there will be no room for sin. May the 
gift of Thy saving grace cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness and iniquity. In the Name 


and for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation” (344 CSB; 
Zor ESE) 


Presentation of the Topic 
The Offering (An Offertory) 


Hymn: ‘Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
(GOS (Sus S52 12381) 


Luther League Benediction 


@ The Topic 
Looking Back 


At the end of the old year and the 
beginning of a new one it behooves 
us to take a look backward. In so 
doing, we may ask ourselves a number 
of questions. How well have we learned 
the lessons of the past year, or of the 
past years? Do we love our enemies? 
Have we realized the real need of the 
people in the war-torn countries? Have 
we met our individual responsibilities 
to these people? Have we given to the 
limit of our possessions to provide 
them with physical, moral and spirit- 
ual aid? Do we love our neighbors as 
ourselves in spirit and in truth? Do we 
meet our political responsibilities in 
community, state and nation? Have 
we made the most of our opportunities 
to make our homes Christian? Have 
we become intelligent about the beliefs 
of people of other denominations and 
creeds? Do we know our Lutheran 
church better: its organization, its pur- 
pose, its needs? Have we become more 
Bible-minded? 

These are only a few of the ques- 
tions we might ask ourselves as Luther 
Leaguers who have regularly studied 
the weekly topics as provided in the 
Luther League Review. Our individual 
answers would be numerous and varied. 
Perhaps at the time that these ques- 
tions were discussed we decided to 
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37 :25-40 


By Sister Havana Amos, Cleveland, Ohio 


Psalm 


answer them Jesus’ way. But, have we 
always followed through? Perhaps at 
times we have even questioned the 
statement that Jesus’ way is the only 
way to avoid ultimate destruction not 
only for ourselves but also for our 
fellowmen. 


Does It Pay To Be Good? 


Perhaps we have not always served 
the Lord to the best of our ability in 
every way, yet we are not aware of any 
severe punishment. Perhaps we have 
seen other people serving the devil and 
“getting away with it.’ This raises in 
our minds the question asked over and 
over again in the Bible and by phil- 
osophers: Does it pay to be good? The 
book of Job, one of the oldest and 
greatest dramas in all literature, is an 
answer to this question. And the an- 
swer is in the affirmative. Psalm 37 
was written to answer this question 
and to assure doubters that though 
the wicked may flourish for a while, 
justice overtakes them eventually. The 
psalmist assures us that it does pay 
to put our trust in the Lord and to 
serve Him by exercising faith and pa- 
tience, and by sincere efforts to live as 
God wants us to live. Our capacity for 
service is limited only to the extent 
that we are willing and physically able 
to serve. In recalling the words of our 
beloved Savior: “Inasmuch as you have 
done it unto the least of these, my 
brethren, you have done it unto me,” 
we learn the true reward for service. 
In serving others we serve Him. As 
Luther Leaguers, we have opportuni- 
ties to serve Him through the church. 
This involves becoming better in- 
formed church members. The lessons 
of the past years have this as their 
goal. 


Peace of Mind 


In a sense, the whole Bible is a 
record of man’s quest for salvation 
from sin and for peace of mind through 
forgiveness after he has sinned. In the 
Old Testament man sought peace 
through obedience to the law and per- 
fection of character. Because of human 
limitations this is impossible. Because 
God knew that it was impossible, He 
sent His Son to fulfill for us the whole 
will and law of God and for us and for 
our salvation suffer death and all that 
we by our sins have deserved”. This 


_is the heart of the gospel: that God 


sent His only begotten Son to do this, 
and that those who believe in Him shall 
not perish but have everlasting life. 


This gives the peace that surpasses all 
human understanding. It is the end and 
aim of all faith. This reward of faith 
is so great that all lesser rewards that 
the world can offer pale into insig- 
nificance in comparison. 


One Choice 


As we look forward into the new 
year that lies ahead, there are many 
choices to be made. However, in a 
sense, there is only one choice: Shall 
we choose God’s reward for Christian 
faith and Christian living? Or, shall 
we sell out to the world for a little 
pleasure, a few thrills, or for any other 
“mess of pottage’”’? 

All through the Bible we read about 
those who have sold out and regretted 
it. Adam and Eve learned their lesson 
in the garden. The Israelites chose to 
worship idols and paid dearly for their 
choice. The rich young ruler chose 
money instead of following Christ and 
went away sorrowful. Dives lived for 
selfish enjoyment and awoke in tor- 
ment in the hereafter. Judas decided 
that the rewards of the world were 
greater than the rewards of disciple- 
ship. Others have felt the same way. 
The Devil frequently pays what he 
promises. But, after the reward is paid, 
many a man, like Judas, realizes that 
money is a poor reward—that money 
does not ease the conscience of the 
traitor. In the end Judas preferred the 
hangman’s noose to living with his 
conscience even long enough to spend 
his ill-gotten gain. 


The High Way or the Low 


The Bible paints with equal fidelity 
the picture of what happens to those 
who choose the high way instead of 
the low. Noah, by his faith, saved him- 
self and his family amid universal de- 
struction. Abraham heard a call and 
saw a vision. He had enough faith in 
God to leave his native land and his 
ancestral home in order to escape idol- 
atry and give his descendents the high- 
est type of religion that the world 
knew in Old Testament times. Every- 
thing that God did for his descendants 
up to and including the birth of Christ 
is a reward for his faith and his choice. 
A few Galilean fishermen and tax 
gatherers left their nets and their fi- 
nancially profitable business to follow 
One who warned them that they, like 
Himself, would be homeless—would 
not even have a place to call their own 
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work, death, resurrection and. ascen- 
sion is all the assurance we need that 
God’s own pledged Word is true in 
this final chapter in Christ’s relation 
to the present world. However the 
political and economic and social fore- 
casters may dismally misjudge coming 
events in our day, we Christians have 
“a more sure word of prophecy where- 
unto we would do well that we take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in 
a dark place.” (II Peter 1:19) And that 
prophecy is the assured return to this 
earth of Christ, literally and physically 
and with great power and glory. 


Unexpected 


Our Lord Himself is responsible for 
the statement that His second coming 
will be widely unexpected, and that it 
will be inaugurated like a flash of 
lightning. (Luke 17:24) Although there 
are indicated clearly the signs that 
every generation has witnessed in 
some degree, signs in the world of un- 
usual natural phenomena (in the earth 
and in the heavenly bodies), signs in 
the ripening to rottenness of the forces 
of evil, signs in the ripening of right- 
eousness for the coming struggle, signs 
in the preaching of the Gospel to all 
nations, still there will be the loss of 
the sense of expectancy among His 
followers that the ultimate event may 
come within their experience. And the 
loss of the sense of expectancy is lost 
through nothing more strange than the 
ordinary concerns of the everyday life 
out of which has gone the feeling that 
“every moment trembles with possi- 
bilities; every hour is big with destiny” 
(Hillis, quoted in “The Lutheran,” 
Dec. 11, 1940, page 14). Eating, drink- 
ing, marrying, until; buying, selling, 
planting, building, until; teaching, 
evangelizing, healing, until; until the 
unexpected has suddenly descended 
after all these years of wooing, calling, 
warning, preparing. No human blitz- 
krieg can even remotely approach the 
startling unexpectedness of this assured 
event. 

Separating 


Someday all the forces of grace and 
of sin in every life must reach an eter- 
nal decision. That day will be when 
Christ comes again as both King of 
Righteousness and as Judge of the liv- 
ing and the dead. His coming will 
necessarily and actually make startling 
and eternal separations. Good and evil, 
both in the life of His church and of 
the world and in the hearts and lives 
of His people will be eternally sepa- 
rated, and His Kingdom shall be com- 
plete. But the Kingdom will not be 
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different in kind from what we know 
of it now; it will be different only in 
the fullness of its experience. It is a 
Kingdom of personal and sincere de- 
votion to Christ; of prayer and of holy 
habits of life; of joy in the present 
and experience of salvation through a 
Saviour; of loving God’s Word; loving 
to worship; loving to give all for Him; 
loving and praying to win others to 
a real and only Saviour; extending by 
prayer and effort and gifts His King- 
dom throughout the whole world. 
When that Kingdom then comes fully, 
there will be the eternal separation. be- 
tween what are known as the tares 
and the wheat or between nominal 
Christians and sincere believers; be- 
tween the prayerless, unconsecrated, 
superficial, and the patient, faithful, 
earnest, dependable. Between those 
who are spending their days and lives 
in His service whether He is actually 
present or not, and those who are just 
hanging around the door hoping to 
just slip in somehow when He comes, 
regardless of what has been their heart 
and life. And when with “two men in 
one bed: the one taken, the other left 
two women grinding to-gether; one 
taken, the other left; in the twinkling 
of an eye,” there shall be more start- 
ling divorces than we have’ ever 
dreamed of—just as He finds us will 
we be forever. 


For Daily Guidance 


The whole great purpose of the 
teaching about The Second Coming is 
not to terrify believers or to try to 
frighten people into becoming Chris- 
tians, although fear will always have 
a proper place in the life of the Chris- 
tian who knows the truth about heaven 
and hell. The purpose is to “comfort 
us’; to give foundation for our faith; 
to give a future for our hope; to give 
strength for our struggle now; to give 
earnestness to our service; to give 
purity to our lives; to give readiness for 
our death or His coming; to keep us 
steady and sober and sincere and 
serviceable. “Your redemption draweth 
nigh.” Therefore, we should daily con- 
cern ourselves with such practical ap- 
plications as these: (1) How am I 
conducting my busines, knowing that 
even as I make my entries, He may 
suddenly appear and call me? (2) How 
am I conducting my social and do- 
mestic life, knowing that at any mo- 
ment He may summon me? (3) How 
am I teaching, knowing that this may 
be my last lesson before He comes? 
(4) How am I witnessing, knowing 
that my mother or father or friend 
may be separated suddenly and etern- 
ally from me as unsaved when He 
comes? (5) How am I working for 
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Him in His Church, knowing that my 
work may suddenly be terminated by 
His coming? ‘‘Therefore, let us not 
sleep, as do others, but let us watch 
and be sober, that that day should not 
overtake you as a thief; for God has 
not appointed us to wrath, but to ob- 
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. that we should live to- 
gether with Him.” 


@ The Bible Speaks About the Second 
Coming ; 
“A SERIES OF AFFIRMATIVES” 
Acts 1:11. The Fact of His Coming. Our 
creeds and our confessions state that Jesus 1s 
coming again. The Scriptures teach it. Our 
Lord emphasized it and repeated it time and 
again. He is coming again. 
Matthew 25:31, 32. The Purpose of His Com- 
ing. He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. This is plainly and positively taught by 


our creeds, confessions, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 
Matthew 24:36. The Time of His Coming. 


This we do not know. 

The Manner of His Coming: Sudden (Mat- 
thew 24:27); spectacular (Luke 21:26, 27); 
separating (Matthew 24:40, 41). 

Matthew 24:44. The Stimulus of His Com- 
ing. Watch and be ready. 


I Thessalonians 4:13-18. The Comfort of 
His Coming. Whether we live until He comes 
or die before He comes, He will not fail to 
remember us and will receive us unto Himself. 


II Peter 3:10-14. The Preparation for His 
Coming. In peace with Him, without spot by 
Him, blameless before Him, through the living 
acceptance of His blood-bought salvation. 


®@ Questions for Discussion 


Why do so many believers in the Second 
Coming of Christ become fanatic on the sub- 
ject? 

Why do so many other believers in the 
Second Coming of Christ act as though the fact 
does not make much difference? 


Do you believe that The Church generally 
encourages the sense of expectancy regarding 
Christ’s coming? 

What indications are there in the present 
world scene that the return of Christ may be 
very near? 

What practical 
have upon life? 

Do you believe that the aspect of terror and 


judgment at His Coming to meet unbelievers 
is emphasized enough today? 


effect should this doctrine 


@ Poems 


He is coming, He is coming, 

Not as once He came before, 
Wailing infant, born in weakness, 
On a lowly stable: fldor; 

But upon His cloud of glory, 

In the crimson-tinted sky, 
Where we see the golden sunrise 
In the rosy distance lie. 


He is coming, He is coming, 

Not in pain and shame and woe, 

With the thorn-crown on His forehead 
And the blood-drops trickling slow; 
But with diadem upon Him 

And the sceptre in His hand, 

And the dead all ranged before Him, 
Raised from death, hell, sea, and land. 


He is coming, He is coming, 

Not as once He wandered through 
All the hostile lands of Judah, 
With His followers poor and few; 
But with all the holy angels 
Waiting round His judgment-seat, 
And the chosen twelve apostles 
Sitting crowned at His feet. 


He is coming, He is coming; 
Let His lowly first estate 

And His tender love, so teach us 
That in faith and hope we wait. 
Till in glory, eastward burning, 
Our redemption draweth near; 
And we see the sign of heaven, 
Of our Judge and Savior Dear. 


—Author Unknown 
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For DECEMBER 21 


(Continued from Page 18) 


peared in the sky. The shepherds were 
afraid, but wouldn’t we have been? 
But think of the joy they must have 
received, and that we would have re- 
ceived had we been there, when the 
angel said, “Fear not, for behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day, in the city of 
David, a Saviour which is Christ the 
Lord.” And then a host of angels ap- 
peared and sang, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men.” How would we have felt 
had we been there? Would we have 
believed? Just a birth announcement, 
but think how it was given. Why—be- 
cause the Saviour of the world had 
been born—the long expected King. 
The shepherds believed, and immediate- 
ly they went to Bethlehem to find the 
Christ child and to worship Him. We 
would have gone with them, I’m sure, 
and our hearts would have been filled 
with praise too. That must have been 
a wonderful experience for those who 
witnessed it. That night, that holy 
night, when stars were brightly shin- 
ing. The night when Christ was born. 


(Here have “O Holy Night” sung.) 


How are we going to celebrate 
Christmas this year? By having a good 
time, going to parties, and forgetting 
completely about the Christ child? 
Piease don’t! Don’t cast aside some- 
thing that is good and everlasting for 
something that is only temporary. Par- 
ties are fun—while they last. Christ- 
mas decorations are beautiful—during 
the Christmas season. The fictitious 
Santa Claus is a jolly old fellow—but 
he doesn’t stay with us. But the real 
spirit of Christmas remains with us 
throughout the year, and all the years. 
we celebrate Christ’s birthday on 
Christmas Day, and throughout the 
year we have Him with us as a loving 
Saviour. We go with Him through His 
teachings, His trials and persecutions. 
We see Him crucified on the cross and 
we see Him risen again from the dead. 
His love continues from one Christmas 
to another. Are we going to be selfish 
enough to forget all this and think only 
of our personal pleasure? Are we going 
to forget to worship Him at Christ- 
mas? There’s one more carol we want 
to sing. The words and the music seem 
to draw us nearer to the Christ Child, 
to help us to forget the worldly plea- 
sures and to think only of the night on 
which Christ was born into the world, 
the prince of the world, to bring peace. 
Peace—that can come only through 
Him and our love for Him. That carol 
is “Silent Night, Holy Night.” 
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Yes, the Prince of Peace comes to 
the world again at Christmas, to a 
world still full of chaos and confusion, 
to a world that needs Him so des- 
perately, but to a world that isn’t 
ready to receive Him as its only King, 
its only Saviour. Too many people are 
lead astray by false leaders, by prom- 
ise of fame and glory. These things 
gleam so brightly that we are blinded 
to the love of Christ. They don’t have 
time to stop and listen to the voice 
of the Prince of Peace Who comes to 
promise them a happy home in His 
Kingdom. But as Christians, we are 
challenged to put the spirit of the 
Christ-Child first and above all things, 
and then to try to bring the Prince of 
Peace to those who are not willing to 
receive Him. If we do this, Christmas 
of 1947 will be a most happy one for 
each of us. 


For DECEMBER 28 


(Continued from Page 19) 


where they might lay their heads at 
night. But these men became the 
founders of the greatest enterprise in 
the world. They immortalized them- 
selves. They received, as Christ pro- 
phesied, greater rewards than the 
world could offer in this life, and 
eternal life in the world to come. Saul 
of Tarsus chose the low road for a 
while but eventually chose the high 
road. He has become one of the great- 
est heroes in God’s own hall of fame. 
So it has been with Augustine and 
Luther, Wesley and Calvin, Living- 
stone and Schweitzer, Muhlenberg and 
Niemoller, Bishop Berggrav and Bish- 
op Hans Lilje and Toyohiko Kagawa 
and all the rest of our modern heroes 
of the faith. They chose to be faithful 
instead of faithless, knowing that the 
rewards of God to the faithful are the 
one and only thing that matters. As 
we look into the new year we do not 
know how our faith will be tested. We 
do not know what temptations may 
beset our pathway. We do not know 
how strong we shall be in the hour of 
temptation. But, if we have learned 
the lessons of the years from God’s 
Word and from history, we shall be 
forewarned and forearmed. We shall 
pray daily for the faith which is the 
victory over sin and death. We shall 
make the Lord Jesus Christ our con- 
stant companion. We shall put our 
trust in Him rather than in ourselves. 
We shall remember His promise: “Be 
thou faithful unto death and I will give 
thee the crown of life.” We shall 
build our house upon a rock and the 
rains may come and the winds blow 
and beat upon the house, but it shall 
stand secure. (Matthew 7:24-27). 


® Guidance from the Word 


Psalm 1. The subject of this Psalm is the 
blessedness of the righteous man who lives the 
law of God, as contrasted with the unhappy 
end of the ungodly. The first three verses de- 
scribe the character and destiny ot the righteous. 
The three remaining verses describe the char- 
acter and destiny of the wicked. ‘Meditate’’ 
in verse 2 literally means ‘crooneth over’, re- 
peating again and again in a low tone. Those 
who were happy in knowing and obeying God's 
law would repeat it over and over again for 
the sheer joy of repetition that gave them a 
feeling of greater fidelity to God. No adversity 
was able wholly to overcome the simple faith 
of the pious Israelite. ‘ Chaff’? was a common 
term used to refer to the wicked. It was beaten 
from the grain and blown away by the wind. 


Psalm 119:9-16. The guidance derived from 
studying continually the Jaw of the Lord is 
the subject of this second part of Psalm 119, 
in its entirety the longest of the Psalms. The 
example of sincerity, devotion and faith set 
forth in the words of the young man might be 
followed with profit by every one. His words 
used as a prayer would be as appropriate and 
fitting today as they were in the day of the 
psalmist. No greater faith could be expressed 
in words. No greater praise could be sung 
in song. We could only benefit our own souls 
by praying in his words. 


Isaiah 40:28-31. The foregoing argument is 
addressed to a people who had suffered so 
long that they thought God had forgotten 
them, and they were despondent. In the verses 
selected for our reading, hope is set forth 
through patience. Isaiah reminds Israel that 
Jehovah is an everlasting God. He made the 
world. He, with his infinite wisdom, rules the 
world. In due time their needs will be fulfilled. 
This continues to be the way through the ages. 
Jehovah does not always grant our requests 
immediately when they are made. He bides His 
time until we are ready properly to use that 
for which we have asked. Our faith must in- 
clude patience. 


Sooner or later, even in this 
life, wickedness is punished and righteousness 
is vindicated. This is a theory which is too 
simple to cover all the facts of experience, but 
it is true as far as it goes and its practical 
doctrine of “trust in God and do the right” 
is sound at all times. There are always those 
who ask why the wicked frequently become 
rich and live in luxury while the righteous fre- 
quently suffer. This is a question which we 
do not have the wisdom to answer directly and 
definitely. But we know that usually there 
comes a time in the life of the wicked when 
he finds he cannot buy love or health, he can- 
not retrieve a loved one from the angel of death, 
or he cannot keep a dear one from the clutches 
of vice and disgrace in the eyes of society. At 
such times the wicked who do not know God 
surely suffer with a hopelessness and fear that 
the faithful never need experience. We know 
that the prosperity and immunity of the wicked 
is temporary. 


Psalm 37:1-15. 


Ephesians 2:8-17. In Old Testament times 
people sought peace through perfection of char- 
acter. In Psalm 37:37 peace is promised to 
the perfect man. In the New Testament we 
learn that moral perfection is impossible, and 
the rewards of the Christian life are promised 
through faith and through grace. They are 
God’s gift. We cannot earn them by our good 
works. The peace of mind and heart that we 
crave can come to us only through faith in 
Christ. 


Romans 1:16-17. The Gospel is the divine 
power through which God brings salvation to 
all who have faith in Christ. Paul was not 
ashamed but proud to preach in Rome. (Dare 
we professing Christians do less?) Here salva- 
tion carries the meaning of being saved from 
sin and the grave to inherit eternal life. It is 
also used in regard to conversion and baptism 
as a means by which Christians are saved. The 
Gospel was given first to the Jew to whom the 
Messiah was promised and from whom He 
came. It is given also “to the Greek’’ which 
means any one not a Jew. The righteousness 
of God is that state which man could not attain 
by his own efforts, but which God bestows 
upon him by His free grace. It is given on 
condition of faith to those who have faith. 
The principle is that it is faith “which gains 
God’s approval. 
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This month our Bible puzzle is based 
on the life of the last of the Old Testa- 
ment prophets—John the Baptist, This 
study is especially appropriate for that 
time in the Church Year through 
which we are now passing—Advent. 
The world little regards Advent it is 
so anxious to get on with the commer- 
cial aspects of Christmas. 

All the Bible references are to the 
Gospel according to St. Matthew. One 
solves this puzzle in much the same 


way that he handles any ordinary 
cross-word puzzle. By supplying the 


missing word in the numbered clues 
and writing it inthe proper space, and 
continuing until all the numbers across 
and down have been used, he completes 
the puzzle. On another page in this 
issue the solution is given. Do your 
best first, then turn to the answer and 
check your own results. 


Were you, too, going to write the 
editor whether or not you enjoy these 
monthly Bible cross-word puzzles? 
Have you done so? Surely, many more 
than have written in find pleasure in 
using this material monthly. The edi- 
tor would be glad to hear from you. 
Write today! 


ACROSS 
1 Associated Press (abbr.) 


3 “came John the Baptist, ... in the 
wilderness” 3:1 


9 Southern State (abbr.) 


10 “And this... 
John 1:19 


11 Aaron (abbr.) 


the record of John” 


2 Lieutenant (abbr.) 
13 City of Moab Num. 21:15 
14 Manganese (abbr.) 


16 “T have . 
3:14 


18 Band (abbr.) 
19 Salt 


20 Valentine (abbr.) 


. . to be baptized of thee” 


23 “he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost, and with...” 3:11 


24 Feminine pronoun 
26 Monkey 


27 Always 
30 Naval Engineer (abbr.) 
31 “And saying, ... ye” 3:2 


34 Right Worthy (abbr.) 


36 “this is he that was spoken of by 


the prophet...” 3:3 
37 “confessing their . . .s” 3:6 


40 “Bring forth therefore fruits . . 
repentance” 3:8 


42 “Behold, I send my messenger be- 


-”’ Mark 1:2 


43 Diminutive of Edgar 


fore thy . . 


44 “I indeed baptize you with 


3:11 


aby VSHbuOKSe Me | ills) 


: be so now” 
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DOWN 
1 “thus it becometh us to 
righteousness” 3:15 
Ze makenhiS seemstharciitues 
3 Postscript (abbr.) 
4 Deserves 
5 


fulfil . 


“John had his raiment of. . 
3:4 


S lngnie’ 


6 


coo NI 


10 


GU wWKHD 


Ww W BK BD lr bo bo 
Oo OO 


te 


“for the kingdom of heaven is at 
meet t RO 

A Benjamite I Chron. 7:12 

“anda leathern ... about his loins”’ 
3:4 

“And were baptized of him 
Jordan” 3:6 


“ond his... was locusts and wild 


honey” 3:4 

Comfort 

“John witness of him” John 
oi 

“O generation of . . .s, who hath 
warned vou” 3:7 

ee Wase & tila eSentetrorie Goce 
John 1:6 


ve the way of the Lord” 3:3 
AWAY 5 
Evenings 
A friend of David I Kings 1:8 
It is (contr.) 

Short sleep 


is) in’ his hand2y3: 2 


MANNS 5 5 5 tO CMS Cente Gen ine 
wilderness” 3:3 
“but... sent to bear witness of that 


Light” John 1:8 
Perched 
Father of Abner I Sam. 14:50 
“Then went... to him Jerusalem, 
and all Judea” 3:5 


Sheu athat. «c Oite them ttc taller 
mightier than I” 3:11 


Same as 43 across 
Fourth tone in the 


scale 


“cs 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 


The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all 
men through him might believe.”—John 1:6, 7. 
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SPECIAL GIFTS FUND LUKE WRITES THE CHRISTMAS STORY 
OCTOBER, 1947 (Continued from Page 3) 


Luke: Did anyone come to see the child? 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA 2 " , ; oe 2 
ERO. Bette Mary: Yes. After a while some shepherds came from 
“ 5S. . De ¥ aver . . + 
sete the hillsides. The angels had come there, too, to announce 
Savannah, Georgia the news. 
Luke: Do you know what one of the angels said to 
them? 
Mary: Yes. . . He said, “Be not afraid. For behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of 
P ; ie y . 
MRS. ANNA FREASE David, a Saviour who is Christ, the Lord.” 


Memorialized by Luke: But how did they know where to find Him? 
Executive Committee of the 


Luther League of America 


MEMORIALS 
MR. HARRY OTTO 
Memorialized by 
Howard, Marge, and children 


Mary: He gave them directions, saying, “And this shall 


be a sign to you... You shall find a babe wrapped in 

REV. CHARLES LEONARD swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ ... And after 
Memorialized by the angels had gone back into heaven, the shepherds said 
Past President’s Association one to another, ‘““Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing 


pice Distmes Huther si eague which is come to pass, that the Lord has made known to 


us.” And they came, and found us, just as the angel had 
Answers for Cross-Word Puzzle said. 


on vas 


Luke: But how could they keep this joyful news from 
the people? 

Mary: They couldn’t. They told everyone about the 
things that had been said to them concerning this child. 

Luke: I wonder how the villagers accepted these 
sayings? 

Mary: They all wondered at the things which were 


Mie SE 


9 °, spoken to them by the shepherds. But the shepherds, still 
y singing and praising God, returned to their flocks on the 
hillsides. 


Luke: What a beautiful story! It is a story all the 
world must know ... the birth of the Saviour of mankind 
.in a humble manger in the city of Bethlehem. 


Mary: Yes, it is the sweetest story ever told... do 
Q you wonder that I love to dream of the past’... It is a 
beautiful dream ... and now I have told it to you, and you 


must tell it to the world. . . 
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THIS MONTH’S YOUNG ADULT PROGRAM 

The nature of the material provided for December is 
different from what has been customarily offered tor this 
age-group. There is not the usual article on the subject 
plus a page or so of supplementary program material. Phe 
dialogue—Luke Writes the Christmas Story—is all that 1s 
offered here. A devotional program may easily be arranged 
to be used with it, if the users so desire. 


The January issue of The Luther League Review, 
which, it is expected will reach you before mid-December, 
will carry some additional material on this theme which 
will prove helpful if you wish the conventional devotional 
type of meeting in preference to what is offered here. How- 
ever, what is here given will also be made available in the 


re-print. 
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SWAP SHOP 


(Continued from Page &) 


(In her alphabet, “A” stood for Apportionment”, “B” for 
“Book-of-the-Month Club”, “C” for the Illinois “Conven- 
tion’—and so on. Almost every page carried an illustra- 
tion for interest and eye appeal, too, If the Swap Shop 
gave away orchids, Ruth would rate one for her clever, 
well-done booklet!) The list of things which you can do is 
endless. Just let your ingenuity lead you! 


The same suggestions apply to you if you are a Con- 
ference or District 
them down to your size. Keep needling the local League 
Educational Secretaries, but do not become as obnoxious 
about it as a radio advertisement for Lucky Strike cigar- 
ettes! Reverse your field once in a while just like your 
favorite halfback did during last football season. 


Ideas for Christmas Doings 


And now some Christmas ideas. Last year the three 
sections of the Chicago District (Luther League of Illinois) 
each held a Christmas party at which an offering was taken. 
The total amount received was presented to the Social 
Missions office to be used for the purchase of clothing for 
dependent children. Up in Canada the Luther League in 
Ottawa gave a Christmas concert at the National Institute 
of the Blind. Down in Lexington, North Carolina, the 
Luther League took baskets to the people in the County 
Home in the late afternoon and then delivered gifts to the 
shut-in members of their congregation. (Each member of 
the League buys a gift, wraps it and attaches a get-well 
card to the package informing the recipient on what day 
he may open it.) They did it at Easter, but we think the 
idea can be applied to Christmas as well. Here again the 
list seems to be endless and, since you have other errands 
to do, we shall not chatter on any longer. By the way, 
why don’t you buy your guy (or gal!) a Luther League em- 
blem pin for Christmas? All you have to do is contact 
your nearest ULC Publication House and they will be 
glad to furnish you with both the information concerning 
size and price, and the pins. 


Have a merry Christmas and drop in again next year! 
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SELECTIONS FOR DECEMBER 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


“30 DEAR TO MY HEART” 


By Sterling North 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. $2.75 (254 pp.) 


Jeremiah Tarleton, an orphan boy who lived in 
Cat Hollow in Southern Indiana, lost his prize calf. 
Then one of twin lambs was a black sheep. Jerry per- 
suaded his Granny Kincaid to let him keep it for his 
own. A keen desire to show that spring lamb at the 
County Fair was fulfilled when Uncle Hiram praised 
Granny’s “Cat Hollow Wedding” quilt so highly she 
wanted to take it to the Pike County Fair. Many diffi- 
cult problems are solved in a unique manner. All ends 
so satisfactorily that even Granny is “plumb miserable”. 


“Better than ‘The Yearling’” says one reviewer. 


FOR SENIORS AND INTERMEDIATES 


“SON OF TOMORROW ” 


By Earl Reed Silvers 
$2.50 


Bob Wallace, a popular athletic-type chap, gradu- 
ated from High School. He enrolled for college. He 
arrived there for his new experience at the same time 
veterans of World War II were taking advantage of 
their G. I. Bill of Rights. Bob discovered to his great 
disappointment that he could not make the grades, nor 
the football team as he did in High School. He didn't 
rate so high with the girls. He blamed it all on the 
fact that everybody was “bowing and scraping” to the 
veterans. Even his own brother took some rough treat- 
ment from Bob. 


The Westminster Press. 


It took a frank statement from Professor Heald 
and some straight thinking by Tommy, his girl friend, 
and a heart to heart talk with the Dean, following an 
accident, to bring Bob to his senses. He comes out 
O. K. in spite of the writer’s premise that it takes a 
year and a half in the army to make a high school grad- 
uate into a man. 


A very fascinating football story. 


CORRECTION! PLEASE NOTE! 


The following books are substitutes for those in- 
correctly given for the corresponding age-groups in our 
November issue. Only the following will be honored 
for Club discount by the United Lutheran Publication 
House. Registered members have been so notified. 
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Feunded 1842 Co-Educational 
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; Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
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A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration, 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 
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Preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


f Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
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Catalog and View-Book upon request 
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Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
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thing in modern education. 

Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


“The only junior college 
in the United Lutheran 
Church for women.” 


First two years of college work 
Preparation for transfer for college degree. 
Exploratory courses for discovering talents. 


Pre-professional training for entrance to 
specialized schools. 


Last two years of high school work 


Happy. home-like atmosphere, strong religious 
training, careful social development. 


Situated in the “land of the sky” in Southwestern 
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For Information write 


The Rev. Henry E. Horn, President 
Box L, Marion, Va. 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Newberry College 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
“A Good College for Young Men and Women”’ 


Owned and controlled by the South Carolina, Georgia-Alabama 
and Florida Synods 
Academically accredited; educationally efficient; 
spiritually sound 


For catalogue write: 
JAMES C. KINARD, President 
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In a church school leading to a college degree 


In professionalized training for every Christian service 


In the Diaconate of the Lutheran Church 


Baltimore and Philadelphia Motherhouses 


Offer 
@ Spiritual development 
@ Collegiate instruction 
® Professionalized training 
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